
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends  

 

The changing seasons are often marked by events familiar to ourselves. All of us are 

aware that we are now in Autumn as the daylight hours shorten with darkness 

encroaching earlier but surely compensated by the reds and golds of the turning 

leaves eventually falling to form a crackling, rustling carpet for our feet. Another sign 

of Autumn is the migration of many of our birds to warmer countries. Where I live we 

appear not only to be on the flight path for many aeroplanes but gaggles of geese 

making their journey south. However, this year I have not heard any. No doubt it is 

the unexpected warmth which has persuaded the geese to linger but before long 

they will gather as a group and fly to their winter home. Has it ever occurred to you 

why they fly in a group? Well, the geese get together because together, the journey 

is easier.  

 

When you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in a "V" formation, you 

might be interested in knowing that science has discovered why they fly that way. 

Re-search has revealed that as each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the 

bird immediately behind it. By flying in a "V" formation, the whole flock adds at least 

71 percent greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own. 

 

As members of Langbank church we share a common direction and sense of 

community reaching where we are going more quickly and easily because we are 

travelling on one another’s thrust. Part of being in fellowship with one another is 

making sure that we are going in the same direction and that we are flying in 

formation. Have you seen a group of geese heading out in all directions as they try 

to head south? 

 

Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of 

trying to go it alone. It quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the 

lifting power of the bird immediately in front. When we fall out of formation with God, 

we also feel the resistance pull us down away from our goal of growing closer to 

Jesus. If we embark on our journey of faith together the journey becomes easier. 

  

The geese because of their instinct given to them by God get together and head 

south for the winter for their survival. As Christians, we need to get together and walk 

together, we need to spend time together, pray together and grow together. And 

this is especially important after the pandemic. 

 

In 1John Chapter 1 verses 6-7 we find these words “If we claim that we have 

fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 

But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son purifies us from all sin”. 

 

The geese stay together and head south for their survival, we too must work together 

as one body for our survival. As a church, each of us need to think of ways that we 

can grow together in Christ. If we as people have as much sense as a goose, we will 

stay in formation and so will those who are headed the same way we are. May 

Christ’s blessings be with you all as we journey on together. 

 

Eleanor 


