
 
 

LANGBANK PARISH CHURCH 

Sunday 18 April 2021 

Order of Service  

 

 
 

 

WELCOME 

Today’s Easter story is ‘The Road to Emmaus.’ 

The road to Emmaus is the road to nowhere at all….. a road we are all familiar 
with at some time in our life, very often after a period of trauma. 
Luke’s beautiful story reminds us that even there, Christ meets us where we 
are, turns us around and leaves us eager to embrace the future, whatever 
that may be.  

 

 
PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Loving God 

We praise you for the glory of the created world 

 and for the feast your have given us this week 

 in the freshness of the air and in the  

 sounds and colours of Spring. 

‘As they talked, Jesus himself drew near…’ 



 
 

Among these natural reminders of rebirth and renewal 

 we praise you for the message of Easter – 

 for the assurance it brings  

 that good will always win over evil 

 and that love will always have the last word. 
 

Yet, alongside that message there is another 

 that perhaps we do not hear so readily - 

a challenge which sometimes we can ignore 

 a call to action as well as to celebration. 

Lord, you have given us good news; 

 teach us to share it. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you appeared to your followers, 

 demonstrating that you had risen, 

and then you sent them out 

 to proclaim your resurrection to all. 

You met with them, 

 and then called them to lead others to you. 

You gave them joy 

 and then told them to share it. 

Easter was not for the few but for all, 

 not just for them, but the whole world! 
 

Forgive us that so often we forget that. 

That having experienced your living presence 

 we keep it to ourselves. 

Having met with you 

 we fail to introduce others to you in turn. 

Having received so much 

 we have shared so little 

 



 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you call each one of us to be your witnesses – 

 to tell others what we have experienced of your love, 

 to make known what you have done for us 

 to testify to the way you have changed our lives. 

Help us to do that faithfully, 

 to play our part in your kingdom and purpose. 

And so through us may others come to meet you 

 and know you for themselves. 
 

Be with us as we worship this morning 

Open our hearts to your Holy Spirit 

 and our ears to the truths contained 

 in your Word to us today. 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name 
 who taught us to pray together, saying, 

     Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory, for ever. Amen    

 
 

Our first hymn is 

    ‘Be still for the presence of the Lord….’ 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py9EDciaQ64 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py9EDciaQ64


 
 

 
 

READING  Luke 24: 13-35    read by Liz Hopkins 

 

The Walk to Emmaus 

On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,  and they were talking to each 

other about all the things that had happened.  As they talked and 

discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them;  they saw 

him, but somehow did not recognize him.  Jesus said to them, “What are 

you talking about to each other, as you walk along?” 

They stood still, with sad faces.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 

“Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that 

have been happening there these last few days?” 

“What things?” he asked. 

“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man 

was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be 

powerful in everything he said and did.  Our chief priests and rulers handed 

him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified.  And we had 

hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides 

all that, this is now the third day since it happened.  Some of the women 

of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb,  but could not 

find his body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who 

told them that he is alive.  Some of our group went to the tomb and found 

it exactly as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe 

everything the prophets said!  Was it not necessary for the Messiah to 

suffer these things and then to enter his glory?”  And Jesus explained to 

them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the 

books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if 

he were going farther;  but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the 

day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So he went in to stay with 



 
 

them.  He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; 

then he broke the bread and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened 

and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.  They said 

to each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on 

the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 

They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the 

eleven disciples gathered together with the others and saying, “The Lord 

is risen indeed! He has appeared to Simon!” 

The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how 

they had recognized the Lord when he broke the bread. Amen. 

 

SERMON 

 

Luke’s story today tells us everything we need to know about Word and 

Sacrament.  It does not explain the mystery of Word and Sacrament, but 

gently presents us with two scenes which we can relate to in our journeys 

of faith.  To my mind, it says almost everything important to know about 

how God works in us and through us. 

 

“The Seed is the Word of God”, says Luke in his version of the Parable of the 

Sower.  The seeds that fall along the trampled path stand for those who 

hear God’s Word but do not believe it.  The rocky ground stands for those 

who hear and receive the message gladly but superficially.  The thorny 

ground stands for those whose faith is choked out by other distractions 

before it has a chance to ripen. But the Good Ground stands for those who 

hear the message and retain it until they, in turn, bear fruit. 

 

The two of Jesus’ followers we meet today are, undoubtedly, Good Soil, as 

you all are here today.  You have heard God’s Word all your life, as they 

had, and retained it in a good and obedient hearts.  We don’t know for 

certain who the two followers were, but it is possible that one was the 

Clopas whose wife, Mary, stood at the foot of the cross in John’s account 

and  followed Jesus to the end - there couldn’t be better Ground than that!  

 



 
 

And yet, it took something else for them to bear fruit.  It took Jesus’ 

presence to bring the scriptures alive to them!  To this day, within our first 

prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to inspire us to ‘Listen for’ and ‘hear’ God 

speaking to our hearts and minds through his Word.   

 

A good example of a man ‘whose heart was opened’ by reading the 

scriptures was Martin Luther, the man who sparked off the Protestant 

Reformation.  Luther had an unmistakable religious experience as a young 

man, leading to his entering a monastery and being ordained Priest in 1507.  

By 1515 Luther had gained his doctorate and taken the Chair of Theology in 

the University of Wittenberg.  Yet, for all his scripture knowledge, and for 

all his years in the seminary, Luther did not feel that he had grasped what 

God was really trying to say to him. The matter troubled him deeply and 

came to a head in his ‘Dark Night of the Soul’.  Then, one day, his eyes fell 

on the text of Romans 1: 17, where Paul had written: 

 

‘For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed 

—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, 

 just as it is written: 

“The righteous will live by faith.”’ 
 

It wasn’t the first time he had read it – but this was the time the seed 

landed and bore fruit – because his need for resolution at that moment 

meant the ground of his being was open and ready for it.   

 

It was a turning point for Luther, and for the Church – for it led to his 

criticism of the Church’s teaching on purgatory, and the rest is history.  

What is less well known is that on a personal level, Luther continued to sow 

the seed throughout his life by opening up the scriptures to people like you 

and me.  He was amongst a generation of giants who translated the 

Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic texts directly into contemporary European 

Languages.  In turn, thanks to the recent invention of the printing press, 

these were widely published so that every person might access the Word of 

God for themselves. Luther was also a prodigious Hymn writer, opening up 

another channel where ordinary people could sing their praises in their own 

tongue. 

 



 
 

Yet, for all that, Luther himself would agree that we can know and know 

and know the scriptures – yet, without the Holy Spirit opening our Ground, 

the seeds of wisdom, love and salvation will not take root and grow and 

bear fruit.  
 

As the hymn says:  
 

“All that we do is nothing worth, unless God blesses the deed 

vainly we hope for the harvest tide, till God gives life to the seed.” 

 

 

The twist in this the tale of the travellers on the Emmaus Road is that the 

disciples did not recognise Jesus until the breaking of the bread – when 

their ‘eyes were opened and they recognised him’.  From earliest times it 

has been one of the Church’s central affirmations that Jesus is made known 

to us in the breaking of the bread.   
 

Here, Jesus reveals himself in an invitation to hospitality – in the moment 

when the travellers move out of their own self-absorption to think of the 

needs of their fellow-traveller and invite him to become their guest.  It is 

also at an obviously ordinary meal-table, with no special ritual involved, 

that Jesus reveals himself.  Therefore, not just the Communion Table but 

every table and every meal contains the possibility of the encounter with 

the holy.  A sacrament is an invisible sign of an invisible grace, wherever it 

takes place. 
 

The Christian obligation to welcome the stranger has long roots in Scotland, 

well expressed in this ‘Rune of Hospitality’ after the pattern of the Celtic 

Church. 

 

I saw a stranger yestreen 

 I put food in the eating place 

 drink in the drinking place 

 music in the listening place 

and, in the sacred name of the Triune, 

 He blessed myself and my house 

 my cattle and my dear ones. 

And the lark said in her song 

 often, often, often, 

goes Christ in the stranger’s guise. 



 
 

The meal is not an answer in itself, but a means to their deliverance from 

the trauma that had still engulfed them as they had walked towards 

Emmaus.  At the meal, they were able to normalise – to let go of the horror 

they had been reliving since the crucifixion, and to run back to Jerusalem 

joyfully to tell the others that Jesus was risen.  It is no longer about them 

any more…. no longer about the past, but all about the future….. in the 

same way our communion strengthens us to carry this same Good News to 

others in the weeks ahead.  

 

One of my fears for the Church at present is that this connection between 

Word and Sacrament is being lost.  Hospitality in the Church of Scotland is 

legendry.  But hospitality can easily become an end in itself - and no longer 

the graceful strengthening of our bodies and spirits for the greater work 

that must be done in the world.    As the Archbishop of Canterbury said 

yesterday – it is the Word that pulls it all together.  Our churches are places 

of hospitality but they must also be the place where Christ can touch our 

hearts through God’s Word - and set us joyfully on our way to tell others 

the Good News.  If we don’t – then who will?  
 

Amen, thanks be to God. 

 
 

We listen now to a hymn which speaks of the peace Christ’s presence can 
bring in times of trouble  
 

HYMN  It is well with my soul 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION & DEDICATION 

   Let us pray, 

Loving God, we thank you  

 for all those who have listened to your call 

 followed you faithfully 

 served you wholeheartedly 

and witnessed to your truth, justice and love. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHe_qmo3gX4


 
 

We thank you for the prophets 

 who bravely declared your word 

 to hostile and uncaring people. 

We thank you for the disciples 

 who embraced the strange adventure 

 of following Jesus. 

We thank you for the evangelists 

 who risked their lives to bring the good news 

 of your saving love to all the world. 
 

We thank you for all your saints: 

 for Christians of every era and in every place 

who have lived out your gospel 

 as shining lights in a dark world. 

We remember those whom we have known 

 who have shown us the way of love 

 and given us insights, comfort or challenge. 

We thank you especially for those who have died, 

 and rejoice that, in you,  

 we are all made one 

 on earth and in heaven. 
 

We pray today for those who journey 

 - for people all over the world, 

 who set out full of hope 

 that life will improve in another place. 

and for those who literally  

 must flee for their lives  

 to wherever will have them.  

In every part of the world 

 people seek safe places to live and to work. 

 and rely on strangers to  

 meet them and give them a place. 



 
 

We pray for those who journey  

 back to mental or physical health… 

people affected by Covid, or by isolation 

 or by any number of illnesses 

 that have left them low and weary. 

We pray too for those who have had 

 to cope with bad news or loss this winter 

 and are less confident than usual this Spring. 

May we, even as strangers,  

 be willing to meet them where they are 

 and help to turn them around. 
 

Loving God, 

We pray now for our parish and for our school, 

 that the people of Langbank  

 may be held in your warm embrace 

 and may we be as Christ to them. 

Bless the old and the young, 

 those who laugh and those who weep, 

 those who teach and those who organise 

  and those who sit by the window 

  watching others pass by. 

Remind us, often, 

 that being a friend of Jesus 

 is being a friend of others. 
 

We take some time now to pray quietly  

 for any we know and love  

 who need our prayers just now. 

 

 [pause]   

 

 



 
 

As we dedicate the money that we bring  

 for the building of your Kingdom  

 in our time and place,  

 we ask that you go with us this week…. 

Go with us and help us  

 to calm trouble 

 and heal perplexity, 

carrying on our shoulder the cross 

 and in our hearts 

the joy of service as Christ’s Body on earth.  Amen  

 

INTIMATIONS 

- The Welly Collection a fortnight ago for Compassion UK raised over £260 
which is a wonderful sum for such a very good cause. 
 
-  Next week there will be a collection of tinned, dried & bottled food, and 
toiletries for Glasgow City Mission.  The school has already handed in their 
collection, which Graham took straight up to Glasgow. 
 

 

Our final hymn for today is…. 

HYMN Let us build a house where love may dwell    

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ&t=68s 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go in peace 

knowing that Christ is risen 

and is among us 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son & Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

Amen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ&t=68s

