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Sunday 25 April 2021 

Order of Service  

 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME 

Good morning everyone. 

As this is my last service as locum, I thought it appropriate to use the Easter 

Reading from John 21, with its theme of handing on the baton.   Seven of the 

Disciples have gone back to Galilee, back to their old lives fishing for fish in 

the Sea of Galilee. It is not going well – until a familiar figure suddenly 

appears on the shore to guide them.  ‘It is The Lord.’ 

 

 
our first hymn today is ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ 

    ‘The Lord’s my shepherd….’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqPZQeDcFs 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Lord of the morning 

 and of all our days and nights, 

we gather to praise you 

 this new day. 

We thank you for all your gifts 

 and praise you for all your care, 

for you are Maker of all we see and know, 

Jesus said, ‘If you love me, feed my sheep’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAqPZQeDcFs


 
 

 and Giver of all good gifts.. 

You are Friend in all our lives, 

 reaching out your hand to the stranger 

 to embrace with strength and hope. 

You are Guide for all our days, 

 giving us wisdom, 

 showing us the way to be. 

Lord of our beginnings and endings 

 and of all our ‘every-days’ 

 be with us now….. 

 

Merciful God, 

Forgive our deliberate and wilful sin, 

 when anger, pride or jealousy 

 get the better of us. 

And forgive our careless and thoughtless actions 

 when we hurt others by being insensitive or insincere. 

Forgive us now, 

 that we might stand renewed and ready 

 for the task you set us in the week ahead 

- to bring your grace to every new encounter 

 and your loving kindness to a needy world. 

 

Lord of our lives 

 and Good Shepherd of us all, 

we praise you for the example you set 

 during the days of your ministry on earth 

and pray that we may continue to  

 follow you faithfully 

 and serve you joyfully 

 all the days of our life 

knowing that you are always by our side 



 
 

ready to lead us into new adventures 

 when we are fit 

 and to carry us when we are tired. 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name 
 who taught us to pray together, saying, 

     Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 and forgive us our debts,  

 as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory, for ever. Amen    

 
 

 

READING  John 21: 1-19    read by Caroline 

 

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples 

After this, Jesus appeared once more to his disciples at Lake Tiberias. This is 

how it happened. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael (the one 

from Cana in Galilee), the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples of Jesus 

were all together. Simon Peter said to the others, “I am going fishing.” 

“We will come with you,” they told him. So they went out in a boat, but all 

that night they did not catch a thing. As the sun was rising, Jesus stood at 

the water's edge, but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Then he 

asked them, “Young men, haven't you caught anything?” 

“Not a thing,” they answered. 

He said to them, “Throw your net out on the right side of the boat, and you 

will catch some.” So they threw the net out and could not pull it back in, 

because they had caught so many fish. 

The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Peter 

heard that it was the Lord, he wrapped his outer garment around him (for 

he had taken his clothes off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples 



 
 

came to shore in the boat, pulling the net full of fish. They were not very far 

from land, about a hundred yards away. When they stepped ashore, they 

saw a charcoal fire there with fish on it and some bread. Then Jesus said to 

them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 

Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net ashore full of big fish, a 

hundred and fifty-three in all; even though there were so many, still the net 

did not tear. Jesus said to them, “Come and eat.” None of the disciples dared 

ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.  So Jesus went 

over, took the bread, and gave it to them; he did the same with the fish. 

This, then, was the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was 

raised from death. 

 

Jesus and Peter 

After they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me more than these others do?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my lambs.” A second time Jesus said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.”  A third time Jesus said, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter became sad because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 

me?” and so he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 

love you!” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.  I am telling you the truth: when 

you were young, you used to get ready and go anywhere you wanted to; 

but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will 

tie you up and take you where you don't want to go.”  (In saying this, Jesus 

was indicating the way in which Peter would die and bring glory to God.) 

Then Jesus said to him, “Follow me!” Amen. 
 

SERMON 

 

I first learned the ‘Story of the Full Nets’ as a ‘Miracle’.….  

but Not So, according to Prof Wm Barclay – NOT a miracle, nor meant to be 

taken as one!  Just a window into the realities of night-fishing on the Sea of 

Galilee then and now. According to one eye witness:  



 
 

 

“One man stood in the water up to his chest, repeatedly casting a bell 

net with such accuracy that the small lead weights hit the water at the 

same moment, making a small, circular splash.  While he was waiting 

for another cast, his friend would shout to him from the bank to cast 

to the right, or the left, which he instantly did.  Then he drew up the 

net and we could see the fish struggling in it.”  

 

The man with the hand net often relies on someone on the shore to tell 

him where to cast - because he can often see a shoal of fish, which is 

invisible to the man in the water. And this means that, from the shore, 

Jesus was simply guiding his friends, as he continues to guide us.  As the 

risen Christ, he can see further and deeper and clearer than we ourselves 

ever possibly could.   

 

But our Good Shepherd, not only guides us but feeds us as well. The fire is 

already lit when the disciples reach the shore, fish cooking, bread warming, 

the meal produced out of nothing, as it was that day on the mountainside 

behind them.   This area of Galilee is called Tabgha, and the little church 

there has ancient mosaics depicting the story of the loaves and the fishes.   

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

The Church and the stony seashore beside has been conserved since 1933 

by the Franciscans, as part of the Pilgrim Trail.  They call it ‘St Peter’s 

Primacy’ because it is thought to be the place where Jesus, metaphorically 

handed over the shepherd’s staff to Peter, with the words, “Feed my 

Sheep”. 

 

 

 

To this day, Christian Ministers, Priests, and Pastors all over the world are 

called to take on the same job.  Details may change with time and culture, 

but the task is the same.  Feeding the flock means bringing Christ to people 

and people to Christ.  

  

It means carrying his words of Comfort, Hope, Encouragement and 

Inspiration - and seeing injustice for what it is, as he did. If any of these 

have been missing at Langbank Church these last 18 months then I have 

failed in my task and I am sorry. 

 

It has not been the easiest of times to minister, especially since ‘Care of the 

Flock’ also means keeping everyone safe – and it’s sometimes been 

difficult, though necessary, to be a ‘hardliner’ over things that are so 

meaningful, like Church Flowers and decorations….  But I am proud to have 

been part of the Leadership of a congregation which has so faithfully 

attended Live Services. 

 

Of the eighteen months I’ve been with you this time, services were only 

‘normal’ for the first four and a half months    

-  Live services were banned altogether for nine and a half,  

-  and for another four and a half months we have been able to hold 

services only under the restrictions imposed on us by the Government.  

 

During the months of hard lockdown, I know that my website service was 

not the choice of many of you, who had already found ‘Reflections on the 

Quay’, or recorded or live-streamed services from our neighbours.  I’m 

sorry that we, collectively, had neither the technical expertise nor the 

resources to be among their number….. but I always knew that you were 

well catered for elsewhere….. and, for a congregation thinking of 

committing to streamed services in the future, this year will have been a 

useful rehearsal.  

  



 
 

My own frustrations with IT are well known. Yet, even I am grateful for the 

different means of communications at our fingertips in these difficult times.  

The Village Phone Book and the Congregational Email List have made it easy 

to keep in touch with people pastorally, and to help circulate quite personal 

news. In the past, ‘privacy’ has been my watchword - but this last year, with 

people unable to meet, the email group has allowed us all to pray for any of 

the Church Family whose hearts are heavy. 

 

The Church Facebook Page has been kept faithfully updated for years by 

Donna Irwin, with prayers and images taken mostly from the Church of 

Scotland Website or from other congregations.  That task has now been 

taken over by Helen Rainey. Unfortunately, neither our Facebook Page nor 

the Church Website can host Audio or Video Files at present, so it has not 

been possible to transmit Reflections or Prayers by these means. 

  

That said, I am grateful to Fiona Macfarlane and George for seeing to the 

upgrading of the Church Website to allow a section for Worship, and a Blog 

Page to carry Announcements.   The Website Service was and still is 

valuable to a few people who cannot get to church – and whenever I think 

it has perhaps run its course, I hear from someone who has enjoyed it.  Just 

hearing that you have fed one person makes the week’s work worthwhile.  

 

At the New-style Live Services, the screen has gone some way to 

brightening up Worship in the Age of Covid.  You are a congregation of 

music lovers and Elspeth’s playing has done so much to make these short 

services fulsome. I think the addition of recorded hymns and songs has also 

helped to lift the services, when we cannot sing ourselves. 

 

The Wednesday Zoom Service began simply, as a means of gathering the 

disciples on Good Friday last year.  Since then, we’ve meditated on 

passages from the Gospels and Acts - and studied The Beatitudes, The 

Lord’s Prayer, the Books of James and Jonah, glanced at Revelation, and 

agreed and disagreed over current issues from a faith perspective.  We 

have been able to pray each week for the world and for this community…. 

especially during the times the church building was closed.  Always with 

these Groups, the value is in the companionship we share as we walk the 

same pilgrim road.  Thank you to all of you who shared that journey. 

 

 

 

My time with you is now ending.  



 
 

 

This shepherd needs to return to the flock and be fed herself - a diet of 

fresh air, exercise, sunshine and green vegetables for starters….. 

And time to catch up with friends, spend more quality time with family – 

have time to dream - and time for hobbies, without deadlines attached. 

 

I guess that the battle with technology will be ongoing…. but I’m really 

looking forward to getting back to the things  the things that really interest 

me.  I already have one or two books calling and hope to find an online 

course on Religious Art, and another on the Celtic Church.  The Journey 

goes on…. at times we give and at times we receive.  Both are essential.  

 

 

My successor here will be Mrs Eleanor Hood. Eleanor was set apart as a 

Reader just as I was beginning Readership training.  She and I sometimes  

ended up following one another in locum positions and I know how well 

she was always liked and respected.  Eleanor lives in Kilbarchan but is a 

member of Houston Kirk and some of you may know her from there.  She 

was also locum at Sandyford Church in Paisley on two different occasions 

and knows Elspeth and Stuart well.   Eleanor has been here twice before as 

pulpit supply and I’m sure when you meet her next Sunday you will 

recognise her.   

 

Eleanor will obviously conduct Worship in her own way, but her experience 

will make the most of the Sunday Morning Service and she will feed you 

well.  She starts at Langbank by doing continuous pulpit supply, so will not, 

initially, be your Locum.  The pastoral responsibility will therefore lie with 

our Interim Moderator, Stuart Steele, and locally with the Elders and 

Pastoral Team. 

 

This is just a great little Church and I hope and pray that you will be able to 

develop as you intend.  In one respect the ‘Feeding’ of a congregation is the 

task of the Minister, but the Caring is carried out by everyone, led by the 

example of the Elders and Pastoral Team.  At Langbank, the Caring is 

second to none – a real Church Family. 

 

This last year has taken its toll on all of us in different ways, 

and I think of many of you now, not as ‘members of the congregation, but 

as friends.  As such, and remembering that Bridge of Weir is only 8 miles 

away, this is not ‘Goodbye’ from Jim and I.  We will be back to visit and I will 

be happy to help out from time to time, should need arise.   Jim and I both 



 
 

thank you for making us so welcome again – and my special thanks are to 

Stuart and George for supporting me - Mary, Elspeth, Jean and Fiona with 

whom I have worked most closely. 

 

May God bless you all. 

“May he grant your heart's desire;  

and bring all your plans to pass!”  Amen    

 

 

 

 

We listen now to a beautiful little hymn, which has always been meaningful 
to me…. 
 

HYMN  Lord, you have come to the seashore 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXHc_R7ZCGs&t=137s 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION & DEDICATION 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

We thank you for all those 

 with whom we have walked on the journey of faith, 

 - parents and brothers, sisters and friends 

and those who have been part of our Church family 

 here in Langbank. 

We praise you for the gift of fellowship 

 which continues to mean so much to us – 

for all the strength and support we receive through it; 

 the love, comfort, inspiration and encouragement 

 it brings us in such abundance. 

You do not leave us to travel alone, Lord, 

 but bind us together through your Spirit, 

granting us a unity of faith and purpose 

 which transcends those things which keep us apart. 
 

We thank you for the worship we have shared 

 in Church on Sunday mornings 

 and in our Wednesday afternoon Zooms; 

for the old truths that have comforted us 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXHc_R7ZCGs&t=137s


 
 

 and the new perspectives that have challenged  

but always, for the fellowship we have managed to share 

 even in these difficult times. 

We pray for Stuart and George and all who bear office  

 for the responsibility they carry and the work they do. 

And we pray for Eleanor, as she prepares to lead you in worship. 
 

Together, we pray for the Village of Langbank 

 and for all who live and work here. 

We pray for the continuing wellbeing of the community 

 and a greater chance to gather and share 

 as lockdown retreats for at least a while. 

We pray for all who have lost someone or something 

 dear to them this year…. 

for those separated by distance from family and friends 

 and for all who are lonely, 

asking your special blessing on those who are frail 

 and those who care for them. 
 

As we turn our thoughts to the wider world 

 we think of the plight of the people of India 

 whose health system is overwhelmed by Covid 

 and we pray that help from outside might reach them soon. 

 we pray, too, for a more equitable world 

 and a greater realisation among richer nations 

 of the consequences of climate change. 

We long for a time when the world will be as one 

 and pray for the strength to work towards this goal.  
 

We take a moment to think quietly now 

 of anyone we know and love 

 who needs our prayers today…… 
  

[pause] 
 

As we dedicate the money that we bring  

 for the building of your Kingdom  

  

in our time and place,  



 
 

 we ask that you go with us this week…. 

 

Go with us and help us  

 to calm trouble 

 and heal perplexity, 

carrying on our shoulder the cross 

 and in our hearts 

the joy of service as Christ’s Body on earth.  Amen  

 

 

INTIMATIONS 

=  Morning Service next week and in the weeks ahead will be led by Mrs 
Eleanor Hood. 
-  Next week there will be a Welly Collection for Compassion UK. 
 

 

Our final hymn for today is…. 

HYMN Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go in peace 

knowing that Christ is risen 

and is among us 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son & Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

Amen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk6IUalJ3sk

