
 
 

LANGBANK PARISH CHURCH 

Sunday 11 April 2021 

Order of Service  

 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME 

The death of His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, has caught the 
imagination of the whole nation.  For all that he embodied the traditional 
values that the Queen represents, he brought his unique personal 
experience, curiosity and energy to every project, activity and conversation 
throughout his long and well-lived life. 
 

Our condolences go to his loving wife, Her Majesty the Queen and to their 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren – all of whom will be 
mourning today the passing of an irreplaceable individual. 
 

Our prayers for the late Duke today have been prepared for the occasion by 
the Very Rev Professor David Fergusson, Dean of the Chapel royal in Scotland 
and Dean of the Order of the Thistle, and by The Very Rev Dr Derek Browning.   
 

 

We begin our service by singing the great Easter hymn, 

 The day of resurrection 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49hPB6NTVEE 

 

 
 

Jesus stood amongst them and said, ‘Peace be with you’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49hPB6NTVEE


 
 

PRAYER 
Let us pray, 

Here, at this time and in this place, 

 here, where we speak our sadness 

 without fear of sentimentality, 

we are grateful for faith that sustains us, 

 hope that encourages us, 

 and love that surrounds us. 

When the labour of life comes to an end, 

 and duty is done and complete, 

may we remain steadfast, 

 secure in the strength of our Lord, 

 who made heaven and earth, 

 and gives us rest. 

 
Holy God, 
In time of peace and glory, 
 we turn to you. 
In time of war and despair, 
 we turn to you. 
Through brightness and darkness 
 you continue to walk by our side. 
You fill our anxious days with steadiness; 
 you complete our empty moments with fulfilment. 
Take our lives and shape them for your purpose, 
 that our will may be your will. 
When we choose to drift from light and shadow, 
 call us back, 
Surround us with the power of your Word, 
 that hearing,  
 we may turn once more toLook upon your love,  
 and know again the tenderness with which you hold us. 
We bow before you, 
 knowing our weakness and fault; 
 we acknowledge before you that our value is little 
 were it not for your immeasurable love placed upon us. 
Give us confidence to know that when you look upon us 
 you do not see our hurtful actions, 
 you do not hear our harsh words, 
 you behold only your broken but mendable children, 
 whom you love, and cherish, 
And, when once more we turn again to you, forgive. 
 



 
 

Forgive us Lord, show us your shining mercy, 
 that we might lift our heads not only in hope, 
 but surely in confidence, 
such is the purpose of your saving grace for us. 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in whose name we pray, saying, 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory, for ever. Amen    
 

 
 

READING  John 20: 19-31   read by Trish MacLennan 

 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together 

behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. 

Then Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he 

said.  After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The 

disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.” Then he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive people's 

sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them 

when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and 

put my finger on those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 



 
 

A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was 

with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here, and look at my hands; then reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Stop your doubting, and believe!” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How happy are 

those who believe without seeing me!” 

The Purpose of This Book 

In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are 

not written down in this book. But these have been written in order that 

you may believe[a] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through your faith in him you may have life. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

Late on Easter Sunday a group of frightened disciples gathered in a locked 

room, fearful of the future.  Suddenly Jesus was among them.  He offered 

them the traditional Jewish greeting, ‘Shalom’, meaning ‘Peace’ or 

‘Wholeness’. And, as he did so, he showed them his wounds, the marks of 

his recent crucifixion, proving his identity as the risen Christ. 
 

But there is another clear meaning for the embryo Church – that through 

his woundedness we find peace.  Isaiah, writing of the Suffering Servant, 

put it more succinctly: “by his wounds we are healed.”  Woundedness and 

Wholeness were held in tension Christ’s body then, and should be apparent 

now in Christ’s Body, The Church. 

 

According to our present Moderator, Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, the Kirk has 

been losing this vital connection.    In an interview with Neil MacKay for 

‘The Herald’ a week ago, Dr Fair commented that our Church has been part 

of the establishment for too long, and has lost its connection with the 

suffering world.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A+19-31&version=GNT&interface=print#fen-GNT-29938a


 
 

‘“The church has to go back to the people ‘on our knees, 

humbly’, he said.   Christianity isn’t about those who like to 

sing hymns on a Sunday, it’s about being where people are 

vulnerable, fragile, broken – and being alongside them” …… 

In fact, following what Jesus is doing in our reading today.  

 

We don’t need reminding that there are many dislocated and fearful 

people among us today.  Thousands have lost loved ones, lost health, lost 

jobs and lost opportunities.  Others have been severely affected by the 

sheer isolation of lockdown.  Attempts to tackle these bring relief for some 

and new stress for others and the dilemmas multiply nearly as fast as the 

new variant strains. And this is on top of the everyday disease, poverty and 

prejudice that blight the lives of so many.  
 

As far as age and location are concerned we know that we are the 

fortunate ones in this crisis.  With notable exceptions, we have been well 

placed to weather the storm.  But we know that it is not like this for 

everyone.   
 

We are told that this year has brought about an epidemic in mental health.  

Yet, listening to a discussion on Andrew Marr’s Monday slot on R4, I 

learned that ‘Mental Health Disorders’ now include an increasing number 

of ‘conditions’ which used to be considered just part of life.   

‘Bad things happen in life’, one Counsellor said, ‘and we have to navigate 

a way through, because they are not going to go away.   

Sometimes this is easier said than done because our wounds themselves 

can isolate us from our normal support circle.  Then, we need a wounded 

healer to bring peace into our locked rooms.    

 

 

I can relate to this personally. 
 

I was rocked to the core by my mum’s illness and death.  She was 63 when 

she died of cancer.  I was 29 when she told me, and Joanna, our first child, 

was just three weeks old.  We moved temporarily to my parents’ house, as 

a practical solution while I cared for her.  Looking back it was also a very 

special time – lots of love among the sadness, and mutual support from all 

branches of the family. 

 



 
 

Getting back to normal was hard though.  My recent experience separated 

me from my friends.  I had travelled a distance in the nine months of 

Mum’s illness. They were in the same place.  
 

Once, at a Tupperware Party, as I returned from the loo, I overheard one 

of them saying to the rest, ‘Don’t anyone mention your Mum - Liz’s Mum 

has just died’.  I remember freezing in the hallway before creeping in and 

sitting there, mortified, wondering how soon I could reasonably leave, 

since I was now a potential party-pooper.  

 

I’d like to say it was the worst experience, but it wasn’t really.  That was 

when I’d met another Mum two days earlier at the Chemists.  She asked 

what I’d been doing with myself and I said, ‘Well, my Mum died, you 

know…’  And she said, ‘Oh I know that – but that was a fortnight ago.’  

And then she lobbed into my stunned silence (for I was exhausted and 

hadn’t been doing anything except ‘going through the motions’) ‘How’s 

your Dad?’  That was the first sign I was on a different planet from the 

other mums! 
 

Thankfully, I had Jim and my family and his family but that can become a 

bit of a locked room too. A couple of Mum’s good friends, and the older 

ladies at the church were my lifeline.  I hardly knew them at that stage, but 

word got round and they were so kind.  They did what my own friends 

couldn’t do - acknowledge that something life-changing had happened to 

me.  I know now that their compassion came from a real place – from their 

own lives’ wounds. 

 
 

This week I have re-read Henri Nouwen’s book ‘The Wounded Healer’. 

Written in 1970, as a guide for ministers and pastors, he describes the 

need for our willingness to use our wounds in the healing of others.  
 

He warns,  
 

“Making one’s own wounds a source of healing does not call for 

a sharing of superficial personal pains.  Rather, it is a constant 

willingness to see one’s own pain and suffering as arising from 

the depth of the human condition all people share.” 

 

  



 
 

A wounded healer does not approach with his or her own tales of 

operations, or to re-live their own grief.  Rather he or she, knowing from 

experience the depth of human pain is able to acknowledge its existence in 

the person in front of them ….. The wounded healer never forgets that life 

really hurts sometimes…. but is also living testimony to the fact that we do 

get through…. that the darkness need never totally extinguish the light.   

 

This will not be new to any of you in church today, and I know how much 
concern there is among you, for those suffering in this community.   
 
While the answer is always personal and individual, sometimes we can 
reach out more effectively, working as a church. A new initiative from 
Macmillan Cancer may interest you.  It came to me via the Presbytery April 
Newsletter. 
 
Called, Improving the Cancer Journey (ICJ)  It hopes for some helpful 

collaboration between ministers and elders and MacMillan to help 

parishioners whose lives are blighted by cancer, either as sufferers or 

carers.  It is not an easy time to cope with any illness.  In lockdown, many 

can get ‘locked in’ to their own problems and ‘locked out’ of some of the 

practical and emotional support that is there.  I will post the full article on 

the website this afternoon.  The service has recently been introduced to 

Renfrewshire and is about the be set up in Inverclyde. 
 

 

We know that our National Church is changing, and Martin Fair, our 

Moderator, is among those who welcome the changes our Church will be 

forced to make. His own church in Arbroath already stays open at night as a 

sanctuary for those who need a safe place. And they have opened a little 

centre for people to share warmth and food and company.  It is some way 

from the church so that it doesn’t feel ‘religious’ and, in this, It seems very 

much in line with your own thinking for the future here at Langbank.  There 

is a rich Christian tradition of churches being places of sanctuary.  And if half 

of what we hear is true of the loneliness of dislocated people and disordered 

lives, there will be a great need for sanctuaries such as these. 
 

But Sanctuaries are also safe people like Jesus, and like the individuals I 

have known, who can meet us in our loneliness, and whose own scars 

help us back to Wholeness.  

 



 
 

“Nec tamen consumabatur” is the Church of Scotland’s motto. 

It means, “Yet it was not consumed”, with reference to the Burning 

Bush.  It stands the test of time, as does the fire of God’s love, which 

burns brightly and eternally and is never extinguished by the darkness. 
 

Maybe we need a new Mission Statement for these new times.  I can 

think of no better than this verse from Richard Gillard’s ‘Servant 

Song’, which has been in my head this week.  I close by sharing it with 

you now.   
 

We will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear 

we will hold ur hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

 
Amen, thanks be to God 

 
 

We listen now to the hymn for peace that is The Prayer of St Francis  
 

HYMN Make me a channel of your peace 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daGWdbrSGBM 

 

 

PRAYER 

We offer now our prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 remembering the life of Philip, the late Duke of Edinburgh 
  

Almighty God, 

 whose presence comforts and inspires, 

 whose people of faith set us a shining example to follow 

 whose love and mercy surround us to the end of our days 

we offer now our gratitude for your servant 

 Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

For gifts of courage, duty and selfless service 

 receive our thanks. 

For concise speech and thought, 

 receive our thanks. 

For his passion for this diverse world, and all its creatures, 

 we give you thanks. 

For his unswerving commitment to country and Commonwealth, 

 We give you thanks. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daGWdbrSGBM


 
 

We thank you also for the role he played 

 as husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. 

For the way in which he took the lead, 

 and challenged and set goals, 

 and encouraged all life to be lived to the full. 
 

We bless you for his many years of marriage to our Queen, 

 for his steadfast support through her long reign, 

 and for the bonds of affection that sustained them  

 through each stage of life. 

We praise you for his enduring faith, unafraid to ask questions, 

 but loyal in devotion to the church. 
 

For his work with the young  

 especially through the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

which still enriches the lives of many in this country  

 and across the world, 

 we give you thanks. 
 

For his many links with the land and people of Scotland, 

 at Deeside, in the University of Edinburgh, 

 and across the many charitable causes to which he lent support, 

 we give you our heartfelt thanks. 
 

We remember at this time all who will mourn his loss, 

 especially those who knew him best and love him most. 

We hold before you in our prayers Her Majesty the Queen. 

The passing of a stalwart support, wise counsellor and loyal friend 

 will be hard to bear; 

The passing of an understanding mind and compassionate heart 

 will be hard to bear. 

Give her strength and comfort, 

Give her peace and acceptance, 

 that through the passage of time,  

  bright memories and laughter will sustain her  

 and remain as testament to a long life of duty and love, 

dedicated to care of family, 

 and service to country. 

Lord, 

We pray today for all the territories  

 that the Queen reigns over and serves… 



 
 

and for peace among her people, especially in Northern Ireland. 
 

We turn our thoughts now to those we know and love personally. 
 

Loving God, 

We thank you for our own beautiful part of the world 

 and for all who live here. 

May we be your healing hands and voices in times of trouble, 

 bringing your peace to those who suffer. 

We ask your special blessing on those whom we name before you  

 quietly now…. 

[pause] 

As we dedicate the money that we bring  

 for the building of your Kingdom  

 in our time and place,  

 we ask that you go with us this week…. 

Go with us and help us  

 to calm trouble 

 and heal perplexity, 

carrying on our shoulder the cross 

 and in our hearts 

the joy of service as Christ’s Body on Earth.  Amen  
  

 

Our service draws to a close with another hymn of resurrection ….. 

 

HYMN  To God be the glory     

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-15v9iworAU 

 

BENEDICTION 

Go in peace 
knowing that Christ is risen 

and is among us 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son & Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

Amen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-15v9iworAU

