
Easter Message 2021 
 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

  

There were no neat lawns, no formal flowerbeds in Gethsemane’s garden … just olive trees 

scattered over the hillside (Gethsemane means ‘oil press’) and straggly grass and dust.  It is 

still like that just a bit smaller.  Olive trees are highly treasured and easily outlive the 

generations who tend them – and there is still one massive, gnarled olive tree, which is 

reckoned to be a direct descendant of one that Jesus might have leant against on the last 

and loneliest evening of his life.   

  

For Jesus, the Garden was somewhere quiet to go after he realised he had been betrayed - 

but there was no peace, only internal struggle.  Sometimes we gloss over the struggle and 

concentrate on Jesus’ decision ”….. not my will, but yours be done”.  Nice and easy.  “Ah”, 

we say, “he always did his father’s will.”  True, but there was nothing easy about it.    

  

This year, many will have struggled with difficult decisions, ones they’d rather have avoided.  

Others will find themselves in a place this Easter that they would never have dreamt of 

being in eighteen months ago, and many have felt isolated and lonely.  Our world has been 

disordered by Coronavirus and rebuilding will take time and more decisions. The cross is the 

place where we can unburden ourselves all year round, whatever our pain, or fear, or 

tiredness, knowing that God will understand and be there with us and for us. Something 

worth remembering. The cross was also a turning point, where tragedy led to something 

completely new – something else well worth remembering.  

  

Easter means different things to different people: a national holiday, daffodils, Easter eggs, 

chickens, bunnies, bonnets, roast lamb, hot cross buns, and so much more.  For many it 

means Spring flowers and we are grateful for the ‘Wee Boost’ granted by ‘Faith in the 

Community’ which allowed Mary and others to organise planters from Parklea on behalf of 

the Church to all those in the village who are housebound.   For the Church, Easter means 

above all that Jesus is risen and the Holy Spirit is among us, waking us up with new energy, 

to new possibilities.   As though to prove the point, we re-open our doors on Sunday and our 

Easter Services are listed below.  I do hope you will be able to come to at least one. 

  

Happy Easter to you all,  

  

God bless,  

Liz  
 


