
 
LANGBANK PARISH CHURCH 

Sunday 28 February 2021 

Order of Service 
 

 

 
Jesus feeds the 4000 

 

 

WELCOME 

Today, our theme is ‘vision’ – the difference it makes - and how easily a slight 

discrepancy in vision can lead to msunderstanding.  Mark guides us through 

Chapter 8 of his Gospel where Jesus eventually has to teach his disciples some 

hard truths.  

   

 

We begin our service by praising the name of Jesus…. 
 

HYMN  O for a thousand tongues to sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-

dEfvz6Vms&list=RDyKnppbToVvc&index=15 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

Let us pray 

 

Lord, 

We are your people 

 and mostly we don’t mind, 

except that you do not fit 

 any of our categories. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms&list=RDyKnppbToVvc&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-dEfvz6Vms&list=RDyKnppbToVvc&index=15


We keep pushing 

 and pulling 

 and twisting 

 and turning, 

trying to make you fit the God 

 we would rather have. 

And, every time we distort you in that way 

 we end up with an idol more congenial to us. 
 

In our more honest moments 

 of grief and pain 

we are very glad that you are who you are 

 and that you are for us in your freedom 

 as you have always been for us. 
 

So, be your faithful self 

 and by your engagement  

 with the suffering of the world 

transform the world, 

 starting with us. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name, 
who taught us to pray together, saying… 

 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever. Amen    

 

 

READING: Mark 8: 1-10; 27-37 
 

Jesus feeds the four thousand 



During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for these people; 

they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.  If I send 

them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have 

come a long distance.’ 

His disciples answered, ‘But where in this remote place can anyone get enough 

bread to feed them?’ 

‘How many loaves do you have?’ Jesus asked. 

‘Seven,’ they replied. He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had 

taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his 

disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. They had a few small fish 

as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute 

them. The people ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the disciples picked up 

seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. About four thousand were 

present. After he had sent them away, he got into the boat with his disciples and 

went to the region of Dalmanutha. 

 

Peter declares that Jesus is the Messiah 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the 

way he asked them, ‘Who do people say I am?’ 

They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one 

of the prophets.’ 

‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ 

Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 

Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

Jesus predicts his death 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 

he must be killed and after three days rise again.  He spoke plainly about this, 

and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get behind 

me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely 

human concerns.’  Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 

said: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 



loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.  What good is it for someone 

to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?   

 

REFLECTION 
 

According to my diary it is over a year since I was in hospital - one of the 

casualties of which was the Langbank Communion Service planned for Sunday 

2nd February.  It does now seem a long time since we sat at the Lord’s Table and 

remembered how, on the day before he died, Jesus took the bread and when he 

had given thanks he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take it, this is 

my body…… ” Today, we re-visit another Jesus story featuring these same words. 

 

At Chapter 8 we are halfway through Mark’s Gospel.  Jesus and his disciples are 

on a missionary tour of Galilee and the coastal region and the feeding of the 

4000 takes place while they are ministering in the Gentile cities of the Decapolis.  

Mark and Matthew both include this story, in addition to the more famous 

feeding of the 5000, not just to show Jesus’ compassionate nature but to 

signpost who he is and the sort of Kingdom he represents – one where there is 

plenty for everyone and more than enough left over. Soon, he and his friends 

will make their way north via Bethsaida to the Gentile town of Caesarea Philippi, 

where Peter will acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, before trying to prevent 

him going on to Jerusalem.  The dialogue between them marks a turning point in 

the Gospel.  
 

In between these two events, Jesus holds three other short conversations.  All 

seem incidental, but each reveal the degree to which the speakers understand 

him and his vision.  
 

His first dialogue involves a group of Pharisees, who demand proof of his divine 

power…. this is despite the traditional Jewish belief that the healing of the lame, 

sick and blind, the stilling of the storm and the feeding of the multitudes are 

classic signs of the messiah bringing in God’s reign.  How many more signs do 

the want?  Jesus mutters, as many a politician might after an unfairly stiff 

interview, where the interviewer only sees the issue from his own point of view.   
 

Jesus’ second exchange is with his disciples for failing to understand why he is 

frustrated with the Pharisees.   The disciples have witnessed everything he has 

said and done, yet they seem none the wiser.  “Who am I and what am I here to 

do?”  becomes the question that dominates the rest of the chapter and, 

perhaps, the rest of the Gospel. 



 

Then, at Bethsaida, Jesus talks to a blind man, whom he has just healed out of 

the view of others.  In contrast to the Pharisees and the disciples, this man now 

‘saw things clearly’…. yet Jesus warned him not to talk about it. (It was not the 

first time that someone Jesus had cured has been bound to silence.) So now, 

added to the questions of “Who am I and what am I here to do?” is the mystery 

of “Why do I not want the people who know to tell those who don’t know?”  

There is no right answer here but my own conclusion is that we must each find 

out for themselves ‘Who Jesus is and what he came to do’ – otherwise we 

cannot truly follow him.  We can learn about him, admire him, talk about him – 

but unless we see him ourselves for what he really is, and own his vision we will 

not follow him to the end. 

 

The Pharisees were not bad people but their vision had grown narrow since the 

days Isaiah had dreamed of the nations of the world sitting down to eat 

together.  Their vision in Jesus’ day was for a Jewish state adhering strictly to the 

Law – which, at best simply ignored the rest of humanity.   
 

As for the disciples – they followed blindly, seeing everything, hearing 

everything, but not understanding the implications.  At Caesarea Philippi, Peter 

publicly acknowledges Jesus as Messiah for the first time.  It is a high point 

which proves to be a false call, as it becomes evident that Peter’s vision of 

messiahship was crucially different from that of Jesus.  
 

Their conversation reveals that Jesus’ vision of messiahship was not modelled on 

King David, but on Isaiah’s Suffering Servant – and this means that suffering, 

rejection and death lie ahead for him in Jerusalem.   Like many of us, Peter 

appreciated the upside of messiahship but not the terrible cost. Yet, in denying 

the cross, we deny Jesus an d his vision – and are hardly likely to accept any cost 

in our own discipleship.  Peter, who loved Jesus dearly, goes on denying him to 

the end, something he regrets terribly.  The cross is a necessary part of Jesus’ 

journey – and we cannot own his vision if we cannot shoulder his suffering. 
 

Reading the chapter, as opposed to a single passage reminds us that, although 

those best placed to understand Jesus and his vision failed spectacularly to do so 

– there were plenty of others who did ‘see’. Along with the blind man at 

Bethsaida were the deaf mute and the Syro-Phoenician woman, the lepers and 

the epileptics, and those who touched his cloak …  all the people whose 

suffering had been lifted from them by Jesus….. they understood!   
 



Accepting the way of the cross is one of the keys to understanding ‘Who Jesus is 

and what he has come for’. We are not asked to bear the ultimate sacrifice – 

Jesus did that on our behalf, once and for all is – but we do have to accept a 

degree of self-sacrifice as part of the process of re-birth.  It is only those who are 

prepared to let go of their old, narrow vision who can ever expect to grasp the 

vision that Jesus brings, and work steadily for God’s Kingdom.  The same 

message is given in many of Jesus’ parables, but today the message is spoken 

clearly by Jesus himself, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  

 

 

Surrounded by hungry people, Jesus took what people had with them.  He took 

the produce of their work and the worth of their life.  Jesus took it from them, 

he didn’t ask – because he acts as Lord and has a claim on our lives, our property 

and our future.  His second act is to give thanks and in doing so, to transform 

them as he will transform us…. and this happens when we are broken, as the 

bread is broken, as his body will be broken. The bread is changed in this way, as 

we can be changed when we are broken beyond our own will, as Jesus was on 

the cross. The bread is now able to be recruited for a new purpose, as he was, as 

we may be. Jesus gives the bread in its changed form to strengthen us as his 

people in the world, whether on the hillside, or in a desert place, or at the 

communion table.  
 

For a year now Covid 19 has kept us from sharing the bread and wine and in that 

year there has been untold suffering in many different forms.  Those of us who 

have been living a life of separation long to reunite with the world once our 

vaccinations are complete. Yet, even within this small area, we already hear of 

new challenges – like equality of vaccination throughout the world, and the 

implications of vaccine passports. The outcome will depend on our collective 

vision for humanity and, perhaps, our capacity for self-sacrifice.    

 

Mark Chapter 8 makes it clear that ‘The Cross’ is not merely The Main Event at 

the end of a long journey, but integral to that journey – our journey.  The 

feeding, like the communion, gives nourishment at the start of that journey, and 

maybe, like me, you miss it.  We cannot re-enact it here and now, but these 

words taken from the last prayer of the communion service may help to keep 

our vision true this week…. 

 

May we who share Christ’s body 



 live his risen life… 

We who drink his cup 

 bring Life to others… 

We whom the Spirit lights 

 give Light to the World… Amen 

 

We sing now…. 

HYMN  Be thou my vision 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AdBkEJurR4 
 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

 

We bring to God our prayers for the world 

 

Let us pray, 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

If we speak in your name 

 blind men’s eyes will be opened, 

 the deaf will hear, 

 the lame will leap, 

 the dumb will laugh and shout 

 and your people will come to you 

 crowned with gladness 

and sorrow and weariness will fly away. 

 

Help us to hold on to our dreams. 

Make us wild and free  

 with the hope you have planted in us, 

ready to take the consequences  

 of being what we are – 

 



Christ’s fools….. 

 believing the unbelievable, 

 reaching out for the unattainable, 

 trusting the things beyond seeing, 

 the things beyond hearing 

 and the things beyond imagining 

that you have prepared for those who love you. 

 

So, Lord, make us peacemakers, healers, comforters, 

 giving hope to the hopeless, 

 joy to the sad,  

 courage to the weak, 

 humility to the strong, 

 repentance to the cruel 

 and love to the hateful….. 

until the people who walk in darkness  

 see the great light and are glad and free, 

and there is no hurt or destruction in all your universe, 

 because all know you  

 and love you  

 and honour you. 

 

We pray for those who suffer 

 under tyrannous regimes 

and for all who suffer and die violently. 

We pray for those who simply disappear 

 or are imprisoned unjustly 

 because they will not give in to evil. 

And we pray for refugees everywhere. 
 

We pray for the health and wellbeing 

 of people in this area 



 and for a calm easing of lockdown  

 in the weeks ahead. 

Bless our youngest children  

 as they return to school and nursery 

 and their elder brothers and sisters 

 as they wait their turn. 
 

Lord, look with compassion  

 on any we know and love 

 who are tired or hurt this day, 

especially the bereaved, the frail, 

 and those who care for them. 

By your Holy Spirit  

 comfort all who need your help at this time 

and bring them peace of mind and heart 

 as we hold them quietly in your presence … 

 

 

 

And for ourselves, we pray, 

 for strength to serve you in the week ahead 

 and bright hope for all our tomorrows, Amen. 

 

 

We sing 

HYMN O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_cev2ri90&t=43s 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_cev2ri90&t=43s


 

BENEDICTION 

In your time of need 

may God hold you 

in the hollow of his hand. 

And the blessing of God Almighty 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with you  

and all whom you love 

now and evermore, 

Amen 


