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Order of Service 
 

 

 
The Transfiguration of Christ by Raphael, 1519 

 

WELCOME 

Time seems to have flown since Christmas. Lent begins this Wednesday, when we 

journey with Jesus, towards Jerusalem and the events of Easter.  On this last 

Sunday of Epiphany, we are invited to contemplate another ephereal scene in the 

Gospel narrative.  The Transfiguration, reveals Jesus’ divine nature and affirms him 

once more as God’s beloved Son.  It is a feast for the soul (as pancakes are for the 

body) before the 40 days of hard travelling that lie ahead. 

   

Opening Responses 

       Our home is on earth 

       Our home is in heaven 

    All  We are people of God 

       Our lives are ordinary 

       Our lives are full of wonder 

    All  We are people of God 

       Our song is of love and hope 

       Our life in God is eternal 



    All  We are people of God 

       When we get it amazingly wrong 

    All  God loves us 

       When we get it superbly right 

    All  God loves us 

       When we have no idea at all  

       what is happening 

    All  God loves us 

       When we walk with God 

    All  We need not be afraid 

 

 

We sing 
 

HYMN  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

 

Let us pray 

God of the ordinary, we praise you. 

for you take the drabness of our thoughts, 

and brighten them into vivid imagination. 
 

You take our everyday lives, 

and transform them into holy, precious moments. 

You take our meagre offerings 

and multiply them into an abundance of delight. 

You light up our thoughts, our lives, our selves 

with the wonder of your call.   

And we praise you.      
 

Father,  

you are the source of all time, 

Yet it neither contains nor constrains you. 
 

We who are time-bound confess 

that often we do not take the time 

or make the time to enter into your great stillness 

and gaze on you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBEmXFkwcOE


 

Forgive us 

for all those times when we are distracted 

from spending time with you…. 
 

Help us to sometimes escape our busyness 

and find those moments of intersection with eternity, 

when we can grow in our awareness of you 

and of your purposes. 
 

We ask this in Jesus’ name, 

who taught us to say together 

the prayer he taught us….. 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever. Amen    

 

 

READING: Matthew 17:1- 8, 12-20 

 

The transfiguration 

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, 

and led them up a high mountain by themselves.  There he was transfigured 

before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 

light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 

three shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ 

While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the 

cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!’ 



When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground, terrified. But 

Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get up,’ he said. ‘Don’t be afraid.’  When they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy 

When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before 

him. ‘Lord, have mercy on my son,’ he said. ‘He has seizures and is suffering 

greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water.  I brought him to your 

disciples, but they could not heal him.’ 

‘You unbelieving and perverse generation,’ Jesus replied, ‘how long shall I stay 

with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.’ Jesus 

rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that 

moment. 

Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, ‘Why couldn’t we drive it 

out?’ 

He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as 

small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” 

and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’ 

 

REFLECTION 
 

A passage like this is not to be analysed, but to be contemplated and enjoyed – 

better captured by artists and poets.  One writer who has traced the events 

taking place simultaneously ‘above’ and ‘below’ is Jan Sutch Pickard of the Iona 

Community. Her contribution is called, ‘Some went up the mountain’. 

 
Some went up the mountain. 
 

  Some stayed on the plain. 

 

A handful went with Jesus. 
 

   

  The others were left with a crowd gathering, 

  folk in an in-between time, 

  waiting for something to happen. 



 

It took time to climb the mountain. 
Those who scrambled up, among the barren rocks, 
wondered what was waiting for them 
on the mountain top. 
They climbed so high they were hidden in the cloud, 
as though they were out of this world. 
 

 Their friends were in the world, no question, 

 surrounded by down-to-earth problems, 

 face to face with the crowd: 

 the hungry, hurting, hopeful crowd, 

 reminding them of a whole world of suffering 

 where they felt helpless. 

 

 
On the mountain top, Peter, James and John 
were face to face with Jesus – 
suddenly saw their friend in a different light. 
His face shone like the sun; 
his clothes were dazzling white. 
He was not alone: Moses and Elijah, 
heroes, leaders from another time, 
seemed to stand alongside him. 
The cloud that surrounded them was bright: 



full of God’s energy. 

 

 

 

 Down in the crowd came the cry of a frightened child, 

 light and darkness flashing before his eyes, 

 random energy let loose in his brain: 

 falling to the ground in a fit. 

 His father turned to the friends of Jesus for help. 

 They did not know where to turn. 

 They were afraid. 

 

Those on the mountain were amazed. 
God was telling them: ‘This is my Son’. 
In a moment that lasted forever 
they fell down on the ground – 
in wonder, in terror. 
But Jesus came close to them again, 
lifted them up, said, ‘Do not be afraid.’  

 

 Together, they came down the mountain – 

 into the crowd, into the here and now, 

 into the time of crisis, 

 the place where people struggle and are afraid. 

 They carried with them courage, 



 energy for the task, 

 a deeper faith, a new way of seeing Jesus. 

 And within them, they carried the light 

 that shone from his face: 

 A light for those who waited on the plain, 

 bringing healing and hope.  

 

 

COMMENT 
 

One of the most moving aspects of this extraordinary passage is the faith of the 

father of the epileptic boy.  The disciples on the ground had been given the power 

of healing some time ago, but they had very publicly failed in this case.  Yet, the 

father never doubted the power of Jesus himself.  It was as though he said, ‘Just 

let me get to Jesus himself…………..’   
 

We live in a time when many feel that the Church, the professed disciples of Jesus 

in our day, has failed – and is now powerless to deal with the ills of the human 

condition.  And yet, at the back of their minds there is still the feeling. “if we 

could only get beyond his human followers, if we could only get behind the façade 

of the church institution …… if we could only get at Jesus himself.”   Many, even 

now, who have lost faith in the Church, have never lost faith in Jesus Christ.   
 

Maybe one of our challenges this Lent might be to examine whether the ways 

and means of our discipleship really do serve to help Christ’s light reaching those 

who need him most. 

 

HYMN Lord, the light of your love is shining 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4hXJ9ax2FY 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

 

 

We bring to God our prayers for others 

 

Let us pray, 
 

Loving God, 

We pray today for those who plod on, 



 head down 

 watching their feet 

 and missing the glimpses of your glory 

because all their energies are spent, 

 keeping alive, and warm and safe. 

 

Break through the greyness of lives without hope 

 that those trapped in bad situations 

  may feel with the coming of Spring 

 that with you, nothing is impossible. 

And lift up our own eyes  

 that we may see the wonder and mystery 

 of your presence  

 beckoning through everyday acts of grace. 

 

Beam your eternal radiance 

 on all who silently ache for 

 physical or mental healing  

  or for transformation of their lives. 

And bring your friendship 

 to those who are lonely, 

 fragile and unsure, 

that they may draw warmth 

 from your loving arms 

 and the strength to face tomorrow. 

 

We pray for the people of Langbank 

 as they go about their lives in these strange times. 

We ask your blessing on parents and children 

 as they juggle work and home-schooling 

and for young adults who are blocked by circumstances 

 from taking their place in the adult world. 



 

We pray for the elderly and infirm 

 and for all who care for them  

 for the lonely and isolated 

 and for the bereaved.  

We ask your blessing 

 on those who live beside us 

 and those we seldom see these days 

 but think of often. 

We take a quiet moment now to bring before you 

 any that we know and love  

 who need our prayers today ….. 

  

 

Loving Father, we ask these things in Jesus’ name,  

 knowing that, 

  wherever we are, wherever we go,  

  whatever we do, however we feel, 

  you will be with us, Amen 

 

 

We finish by singing of Jesus, the healer, who never turned anyone away …. 

 

HYMN Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGNWu_iWd44 

 

[lyrics included in video] 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

God guard you 

and keep you safe this week 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGNWu_iWd44


And the blessing of God Almighty 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with you  

and all whom you love 

now and evermore, 

Amen 


