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CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all! 

 

Let us pray 

 

Lord God 

We praise you today for your guidance through the years 

 - for calling Abraham to leave everything 

 and venture into the unknown 

 - for choosing Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery 

 - for calling judges and priests, rulers and prophets 

 o challenge your people in their time. 

Thank you, O God, for these saints of yesteryear. 
 

  



We thank you for the apostles 

 - these doughty men  of faith 

 who travelled the earth 

 carrying your Gospel of love. 

And we praise you that, through their witness 

 you chose countless others to be your Church. 

We praise you for speaking through those  

 who have been part of this Church, 

 teaching and inspiring through pastors and teachers… 

We praise you for making yourself known 

 through the lives of those gone before us, 

 who ran the race and kept the faith. 

and we praise you that you continue to speak to us 

 through one another. 

 

We thank you for the tradition of faith in which we stand 

 for the great cloud of witnesses that surround us 

 and for this church of which we are a part, 

 belonging to one another and to you. 

Help us to learn from all that has gone before, 

 that we may contribute meaningfully  

 in this chapter in our church’s life…. 

and work faithfully together to leave a legacy 

 that continues the building of your Kingdom. 
 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name, 
who taught us to pray, saying……  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever. Amen    

 
 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWuTvpiVEmY 

 

Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, 

and glorify your name. 

Praise, I will praise you Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

 

Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, 

and glorify your name. 

Love, I will love you Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

 

Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart. 

O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, 

and glorify your name. 

Serve, I will serve you Lord, with all my heart. 

In you I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

READING:  1 Thessalonians 5: 9-24 

God did not choose us to suffer his anger, but to possess salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us in order that we might live together 

with him, whether we are alive or dead when he comes. And so encourage 

one another and help one another, just as you are now doing. 

We beg you, our friends, to pay proper respect to those who work among 

you, who guide and instruct you in the Christian life. Treat them with the 

greatest respect and love because of the work they do. Be at peace among 

yourselves. 

We urge you, our friends, to warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the 

weak, be patient with everyone. See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, 

but at all times make it your aim to do good to one another and to all people. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWuTvpiVEmY


Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circumstances. This is 

what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus. 

Do not restrain the Holy Spirit; do not despise inspired messages. Put all 

things to the test: keep what is good and avoid every kind of evil. 

May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep your 

whole being—spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you will do it, because he is faithful.  Amen 

 

 

REFLECTION 

 

If we are prepared to accept the full sweep of the Bible narrative, God didn’t just 

come once, in Jesus, and then return to spend the rest of eternity in heaven. He 

came in person of Jesus, and left us with the Holy Spirit until the time that he 

would come again.  The Christian life is lived between those two comings, with the 

Holy Spirit as our helper.   

 

Today’s Reading has been important to Christians for two thousand years,  

because it shows us how to live wholeheartedly between the time of Christ’s 

coming, and the expectation of his coming again. 

 

For the first generation of Christians, the non-appearance of Christ within their 

lifetime caused dismay. They expected Jesus to physically come and take them to 

heaven and were concerned that friends who had died meantime might be left 

behind. Last week we saw how Paul reassured the congregation at  

Thessalonica that the believers who had already died would be the first to be 

raised when Christ returned. 

 

But that wasn’t the only problem. Earlier in this letter – and more strongly in his 

next, sent shortly after - Paul responds to the news that some of the congregation 

have become lazy.  Believing they are already ‘saved’ they have stopped working 

and started partying.  

 

It’s a good example of how the one same message will bring about entirely 

different behaviour in different people.  We see this today….   we all hear the same 



News broadcasts on the pandemic, for instance, and this seems to make some 

people more cautious, and others more determined to carry on as usual.  

 

Today, Paul is giving the Church a lesson on how to be a Church in Waiting.   

Although we tend to forget this, we are still technically the Church in Waiting.   

We are not expected to bring about the End of the Age, that is God’s role. We are 

just asked, like the saints before us, to play our part, as God’s hands and feet, 

helping to build his Kingdom by millions of small, everyday acts of kindness.  Our 

role is to stand firm and prevail - as the people who show Christ’s face to the 

world. 

 

First, Paul says, we mustn’t be afraid.  Unless we opt out, God has assured our end 

through Jesus’ Death and Resurrection.  So, we are to be confident in the hope this 

gives us and build each other up ….  encourage one another to keep going in less 

than ideal circumstances. 

 

Second, we must try to get on with one another, and we must all play our part.    

Waiting doesn’t mean giving up. The Kingdom is built in bad times as well as good 

and there is always work to be done.  So, give a nudge to those who aren’t pulling 

their weight, Paul says, because everyone is needed.  Gently encourage those who 

are struggling; reach out to those who are tired and help them back on their feet;  

be patient with everyone, attentive to individual needs…… look for the best in one 

another and always do your best to bring it out. 

 

Like the Thessalonians, we are also a Church waiting for an end to present 

tribulations.  As such, I don’t think many of us would disagree with Paul’s advice. 

But, as ever, it’s a case of ‘easier said than done!’   

 

The problem is that we have different ideas at the moment of even what is ‘kind’, 

let alone what is ‘encouraging’.  It all depends where we stand on the line that 

measures Risk.  

 

An old friend of mine phoned last week.  She had taken for granted that I would 

agree with her that the Economy must be saved at all costs, even if it meant the 

earlier deaths of thousands of old people, ‘who are going to die anyway’, as she 

nicely put it!   I couldn’t agree less …. yet her opinion, is filtering into the 

mainstream, and may be held by some of you here today.  

 



Then, again, this week, our Champion of Older People, Dame Joan Bakewell spoke 
on Radio.  She was shocked at the suggestion that older people might be asked to 
avoid Family Gatherings this Christmas.  She said that  
  

 ‘Many older people would happily give up living longer,  

 in order to be at the Family Christmas Party’.  

 

Is this really true?  It certainly doesn’t ring true with me.  Maybe it’s a question of 

temperament – but I am content to wait patiently for the ‘End of the Pandemic’, 

because my quiet life is precious to me, and I want to live.  

And I want every one of you to come through this pandemic too because every one 

of you is precious and irreplaceable.  There are quite a few regular worshippers 

who are vulnerable, or who live with others who are vulnerable and this is our 

starting point…. we go at the rate of the most vulnerable and get through it 

together. 

 

Christmas is coming. And this year it’s a time to stand firm and prevail.  There is 

something bigger than all of us going on in this second wave, and it won’t go away 

by pretending it isn’t really there.  Christmas is not an End in itself, as is being 

suggested by some commentators.  And we’d better believe the former SAGE 

scientist, Neill Ferguson, when he says that ‘having everyone coming home for a 

Christmas together’ will have its consequences in January.   

In any case, Christmas is not an End that we should long for as though there was 

nothing beyond. Christmas, as we know, is the just the Beginning.  And we know 

from the story that it began in a draughty stable. 

 

It may be that we cannot decorate our Church this Advent – we will follow the 

Church of Scotland Regulations on that, as we follow their Regulations  

 - on cleaning,  

 - on numbers attending,  

 - on distancing,  

 - mask-wearing, and  

 - foregoing Church Flowers.   

Caring for our people in the age group which attends our Church means looking to 

minimise Risk, rather than looking for ways round the Regulations.   

Being kind this Christmas may mean NOT bringing unnecessary trappings into our 

Advent worship – just as it means NOT visiting people who are vulnerable,  

and so on….. 

 



This goes right against the grain for any Church – especially one like Langbank, 

which majors in hospitality. But this Church has faced worse and prospered,  

and so shall we.  ‘Put all things to the test’, says Paul – and that is what we shall do.  

There is more than enough talent in this congregation  to bring the Story of 

Christmas alive in Words and Music and Pictures – until the time we can go back to 

celebrating through Singing, Decorating, and Feasting together.  

 

The wider Church has changed this year and not entirely for the worse.  

 

Now, the churches in our area are being asked by our new Presbytery Mission 

Committee to think up ways to safely bring the Joy of Christmas to our parishes.  

The work of mission in any Age is to show Christ’s face to the world. It is the 

eternal challenge of a Church in Waiting and, as always, it needs the goodwill, and 

the prayers of us all…. Longer term, it also needs people to commit to serve in this 

part of church life, so that the Saints DO go Marching in, beyond our own 

generation. 

 

Amen, thanks be to God 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi1-5kmbkyQ 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus 
all our sins and griefs to bear 
And what a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
oh, what needless pain we bear 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer 

Have we trials and temptations? 
is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi1-5kmbkyQ


take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Jesus is our only refuge 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he’ll take and shield you 
you will find a solace there. 
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION & DEDICATION 

 

Loving God, 

We remember today  

 all who have gone ahead  

 in the journey of faith, 

running the race set before them 

 and holding firm to the end. 

We remember especially those who were dear to us, 

 parents, grandparents, partners, friends 

 people we will go on loving all our lives. 

We remember past members of this congregation 

 and praise you for the part each played in 

 building up this community of faith. 

Help us to do the same in our time 

 that this community and the wider Church 

 may count us among the saints. 

 

 

As our new Presbytery of Clyde gets underway 

 we pray that its new vision may inspire 

 local congregations to work together - 

 bringing your Name to new generations. 

Where we cannot tackle tasks alone 

 may we be inspired to join with others 

 to build up the faith in our wider area. 

Where we are individually called  



 to represent this congregation in its local mission 

 may we willingly respond  

 and serve with joy, 

knowing that the work we do  

 is a blessing to all people in our locality.   

 

PAUSE 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We pray for this parish and the people who live here. 

Guard their minds and bodies from harm 

 and soothe their Spirits as the nights lengthen. 

Bless our babes, our schoolchildren and our students. 

Bless families and those who live alone 

Bless Carers and those they care for, 

 and inspire us all to keep in touch in every way we can.  

Bless those members of this church who cannot 

 be with us in body just now 

 due to vulnerability from Coronavirus. 

Help us to reach out to them at this time 

 and encourage them in their lives. 

 

As we now turn our thoughts  

 to those we know and love  

 who need our special prayers today 

 we ask your hand upon them…. 

 

PAUSE 

 

  



Lord Jesus, 

As we bring our money  

 for the building of your Kingdom here on earth,  

 we dedicate our lives to your service.  

Inspire us with your Holy Spirit  

 to continue the work of those gone before,  

 through our listening, our speaking,  

 and in the living of our lives, Amen 

 

 

 

INTIMATIONS 

 

1) Next week, 8th November, our Remembrance Service will begin at  

10.50am  

 

2)   Donations can be made to Poppy Scotland via  
 justgiving.com/fundraising/ao-langbank.   

 

3) The Welly Collection for Compassion UK will re-start next week. 

  

4) The Church has been asked by our new Presbytery Mission Committee  

to put forward the names of two people to represent Langbank Church on 

our new Mission Planning Hub.   

(Information on this was given and Mary Bonner and Elspeth Munro agreed 

to be our representatives. Please see below a fuller account of the structure 

of Clyde Presbytery and the new, enlarged Mission Committee.) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgUFay0th9A 

 

Come down, O love divine,  

seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with your own ardour glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near,  

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing. 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgUFay0th9A


O let it freely burn,  

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light  

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

Let holy charity  

my outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become my inner clothing; 

True lowliness of heart,  

which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

And so the yearning strong,  

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace,  

till they become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 
 

 

We say The Grace together 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CLYDE PRESBYTERY  (General): www.clydepresbytery.org 
 

On 1st September 2020, while members watched via Zoom, the Moderators and 

Clerks of the Presbyteries of Dumbarton and Greenock & Paisley met to constitute 

themselves as the new, enlarged Clyde Presbytery.  The Presbytery Office remains 

at Quarriers Village, with Rev Alistair Shaw as (temporary) Presbytery Clerk, and 

Karen Glen as Secretary, until Rev Dr McEnhill returns in January to take up the full-

time post of Presbytery Clerk. The changes reflect the Church of Scotland’s move to 

de-centralise – and to have fewer but stronger presbyteries, so that local needs are 

better met.   

 

As before, each congregation will be represented by a representative elder and 

they, along with ministers, deacons and additional elders make up the Presbytery 

Roll. George Wilkinson has stepped into Finlay MacLennan’s shoes as our 

Presbytery Elder.  

With the exception of Mission, the committees and their remits remain 

unchanged. They are : Stewardship & Finance; Presbytery Planning; Property; 

Superintendence; Ministries; Mission; Local Church Review; Vacancy; Safeguarding 

 

Each committee comprises a convenor and a vice-convenor and committee 

members drawn from either side of the Clyde in equal numbers.  One change is 

that committees will mostly work autonomously among themselves – only asking 

the full presbytery to vote on decisions where necessary. Three times a year (Nov, 

Feb, June) the full presbytery will meet for a Conference (at present via Zoom).   

Any business coming out of the committees will be dealt with – before turning to 

the Discussion Topics for the day.   

 

Our first Conference takes place on 10 November and the two topics for discussion 

are a) How is your congregation doing in the time of covid?  and b)  What ideas or 

plans do you have for Advent/Christmas in these challenging times?  

 

Full details of Clyde Presbytery are given on their website. 

Below is an outline of the new Mission Committee, and how we are involved.  

  

http://www.clydepresbytery.org/


CLYDE PRESBYTERY MISSION COMMITTEE 

comprising the old Committees of  
Mission & Discipleship, Community Interests, World Mission & Ecumenical Relations 

 

The Presbytery Mission Team will be led by:  

Convenor: Rev Gary Noonan, Houston & Kilellan  

Vice Convenor: Rev Roddy Hamilton, Bearsden New Kilpatrick 

Committee Members will be reps from the 2 Local Mission Areas (LMAs) of Dumbarton, and 
Greenock & Paisley. They, in turn, will be the Convs. and a Vice Convs of their Planning ‘Hubs’.   
 

 

LOCAL MISSION AREAS (LMAs)  
 

Dumbarton Local Mission Area: 4 Planning Hubs: 

Bearsden & Milngavie; Clydebank & Old Kilpatrick Bowling; Dumbarton & Vale of Leven Area, 
Cardross, Helensburgh and North 

Greenock & Paisley Local Mission Area: 5 Planning Hubs 

Upper Clyde, Lower Clyde, Paisley North, Paisley South and Landward 
 

 
Our Planning Hub is Upper Clyde 
Hub Convenor: Rev Ann Knox (Inchinnan) 
Hub Vice Convenor: Cathie Dunnachie, (Hamilton Bardrainney) 
 

Congregations in Upper Clyde Hub:   

Port Glasgow New Parish, Hamilton Bardrainney, Langbank, Bishopton, Inchinnan, Erskine, 
Renfrew North, Renfrew Trinity 
 

Langbank Representatives on Upper Clyde Hub: 

Mary Bonner and Elspeth Munro 

 

 

The purpose of the Local Mission Areas will be: 

 

i. To encourage greater cooperation between congregations in mission and outreach to 
their communities 
 

ii. Jointly planning for, supporting and developing Fresh Expressions of Church, eg Messy 
Church, Café Church, etc… 
 

iii. Exploring collaboration with regard to community concerns, ecumenical relations and 
world mission 
 

iv. Exploring collaborations with regards to children and youth work and discipleship/ 
education e.g. offering joint programmes to a number of congregations in an area 
 

v. Sharing of ideas and resources 


