
LANGBANK CHURCH 
Sunday29 November 2020 

Service for 1st Sunday in Advent 
 

 

 

Before we begin our Advent Service I have two sad announcement to make: 
 
The death of Elizabeth Hepburn, who lived in No 6 Middlepenny Road for many 
years.  She will be laid to rest in Bishopton Cemetery on Wednesday during a 
private graveside funeral. Our condolences to her family. 
 

The death of Sue Wallace on Wednesday 25th in Ardgowan Hospice.  The 
funeral will take place at Greenock Crematorium but we do not yet have a 
date.  Our thoughts are with Brian at this time. 
 
 
 

Reader     On the FIRST Sunday of Advent, 
we bring the Light of HOPE 

into our dark world. 
 

Tom is coming to light the first candle on our Advent Ring 
 

          

The candle is lit 

 

“The people that walked in darkness 

have seen a great light: 

they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them hath the light shined.” 



CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’  

with great power and glory.   

Then he will send out the angels,  

and gather his elect from the four winds,  

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

Let us worship God in this great Advent Hymn…… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHmPHCljY8  

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears, on earth to reign. 
 

Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture 
with what rapture 
gaze we on these glorious scars. 
 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee 
high on thine eternal throne 
Saviour, take the power and glory 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 
O come quickly! O come quickly! 
O come quickly! 
Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 

 
 

Let us pray 
 

Eternal God and Father of us all 

We praise you this morning and every morning 

 for the New Promise that each day brings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHmPHCljY8


 

We praise you for the Wonderful world  

 that you have made 

 and for the opportunities you have given us 

 to see new glimpses of your presence along 

 well-trodden roads, and among well-kent faces…. 
 

 

We praise you for the Hope that Advent brings 

 and for your Promise that, one day, 

 Christ will come again to finally establish  

 His Kingdom here on earth…. 

and we pray that through His presence  

 All People will be transformed.  

 

Loving God,  

Forgive us that we so easily lose sight 

 of the immensity of the Advent Message, 

burying its wonder under the detail of our 

 material preparations for Christmas… 

Forgive us, too, that,  

 as we contemplate the year that’s dying,  

 we forget your promises for the future 

 and lose sight of the Hope that this season brings. 

Forgive us that your BIG Picture 

 becomes smaller in our hands. 

Help us to keep expanding our horizons, 

 Sloughing off narrow-minded assumptions;  

 reaching out to friend and enemy alike  

 with generous and compassionate hearts 

Amid the darkness of this Season,  

 let your light shine upon us…. 

And be with us now, 

 as we start for Real on the path to Christmas… 



 and the birth of the child  

 who brings Joy to the world, 

We ask these things in Jesus’ name, 

who taught us to pray together, saying, 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory, for ever. Amen    
 

 

READING Isaiah 65: 17-25 

New Heavens and a New Earth 

“See, I will create 

    new heavens and a new earth. 

The former things will not be remembered, 

    nor will they come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever 

    in what I will create, 

for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 

    and its people a joy. 

I will rejoice over Jerusalem 

    and take delight in my people; 

the sound of weeping and of crying 

    will be heard in it no more. 

“Never again will there be in it 

    an infant who lives but a few days, 

    or an old man who does not live out his years; 

the one who dies at a hundred 

    will be thought a mere child; 

the one who fails to reach a hundred 



    will be considered accursed. 

They will build houses and dwell in them; 

    they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

No longer will they build houses and others live in them, 

    or plant and others eat. 

For, as the days of a tree, 

    so will be the days of my people; 

my chosen ones will long enjoy 

    the work of their hands. 

They will not labour in vain, 

    nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 

for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, 

    they and their descendants with them. 

Before they call I will answer; 

    while they are still speaking I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb will feed together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox, 

    and dust will be the serpent’s food. 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain,”  says the LORD. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtV477Cqni0 
 

It came upon the midnight clear 
that glorious song of old 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold. 
‘Peace on the earth, good will to you 
from heaven’s all-gracious King!’ 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled: 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o’er all the weary world: 
above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wings 
and ever o’er its Babel sounds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtV477Cqni0


the blessed angels sing. 
But with the woes of sin and strife 
the world has suffered long 
beneath the angels’ hymns have rolled 
two thousand years of wrong: 
and warring humankind hears not 
the love-song which they bring 
oh, hush the noise and still the strife 
to hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on 
by prophet bards foretold, 
when, with the ever-rolling years 
still dawns the Age of Gold, 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendours fling, 
and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

Exactly a year has passed since someone (I can’t remember who – but they 

will! – stood at the lectern and read through Matthew’s Genealogy.  Our choir 

was in the choirstalls, the Church full of Christmas Trees and we were looking 

forward to four weeks of Music and Fellowship. God was in his heaven and all 

was well with the world.   

 

How suddenly our lives changed two months later. Although the signs were 

there early on, Coronavirus caught us sleeping, like many other nations - 

proving true all these cautionary parables of Jesus, about being found 

‘unready’ when the moment came. Our crisis is still not over, and the Final 

Reckoning of the Pandemic will be for the next generation to judge. The 

Season of Advent is about getting ready for the Lord to appear.  Meanwhile, 

the Season of Advent 2020 is, as ever, about getting ready for the Lord to 

appear…… a time to open our hearts & minds, ready for God to enter our lives.  

 

Advent Sunday is a special day, straddling Past and Future.  Last week we 

celebrated Christ as King, reigning in heaven – but we don’t leave him there for 

long – because God also belongs with us and in us.  Today our Praise began 



with the great Advent Hymn, ‘Lo! He comes with clouds descending’….. 

affirming that we look to the day when he will finally return to reunite heaven 

with earth under God’s rule.  Isaiah envisages these days as a time of Peace 

and Prosperity where all of God’s creation live together in harmony - 

respecting difference - living fully. This is still the HOPE of millions, however 

long it may take. Today, as we enter a new Church Year it seems more 

appropriate than ever that we look forward with this kind of HOPE.   

 

 

According to the Bible Narrative - before this time of Peace and Prosperity 

there must be a time of radical change, where the things that destroy God’s 

good creation are put down.  As far back as Isaiah’s time, it was hoped that, 

some day, God would send a Redeemer to ‘buy back’ creation from the forces 

of evil… and this thinking reaches its zenith in the writings of Daniel, and in the 

Book of Revelation.  Although these are not writings to be taken literally, 

apocalyptic thinking and the language that goes with it, are very much alive 

this year – possibly because we have all had a good fright, thanks to 

Coronavirus.  It is arguable whether our times are really more turbulent than 

they were - or whether greater knowledge and social media just make them 

appear so.  Whatever the reasons, predicting the end of the world as we know 

it no longer belongs to the eccentric street preacher.  Scientists and 

schoolchildren, conservationists, celebrities and even some world leaders are 

all clear that we are in danger of approaching the ‘end times’ as far as our 

planet is concerned. 

 

Climate change, causing natural disasters, world pandemics, the refugee crisis, 

the terrorist threat, the ever-widening gap between rich and poor…. these are 

just some of the apocalyptic drivers of our time.  For many people these signs 

of the times are just an uneasy source of concern but many young people have 

taken the opportunity to take stock and change their lifestyle now. 

 

 

But why should we be thinking about those things at all? …… sitting on this first 

Sunday of Advent, with our Christmas Tree lit, and our First Candle lit….  

 

One link between Christ returning in Power and Glory – and Baby Jesus in the 

manager – is the broader question of God’s presence on earth. 



On the one hand, God’s involvement in human affairs – which we know from 

personal experience…. and, on the other hand, God’s personal intervention 

when things are most desperate, which happens again and again in the pages 

of scripture.  Advent then becomes about more than just remembering a 

miraculous birth in the past, or anticipating a New Creation in the future.   

Advent asks us to think about what we mean when we say, God is with us right 

here and right now in whatever pain or joy is our experience today…. and to 

expect to find him in unexpected places and guises.  After all, if God can appear 

among us with the vulnerability of a child, or with the power of a divine 

Superhero, who knows where the next encounter may be. 

 

What is required of us, as it was for the characters in the Christmas stories and 

for second generation Christians watchful and ready – mindful is the word we 

use now, and it is summed up in Wm Blake’s lines 

 

To see a World in a Grain of Sand 

and a Heaven in a Wild Flower, 

hold Infinity in the palm of your hand  

and Eternity in an hour. 

 

We are called to live fully in the present, but ready for things changing. God 

might slip in among us, or burst in upon us at any time.   

 

It works the other way too.  You may have wondered at times, as I have,  

Why doesn’t God just march in and take over – or send a thunderbolt like he 

used to do in Old Testament Days?  The answer is that God DOES send 

thunderbolts – HUMAN ones. 

 

He sends in the poor in spirit, the meek, the mourners, the peacemakers, the 

hungry-for-justice people.  They are the way God wants us to act in his world.  

They are more effective than any lightening flashes or actual thunderbolts.  

They will use their initiative… 

They will see where the real needs are, and go and meet them… 

They will weep at the tombs of their friends, as Jesus did… and at the tombs of 

their enemies. But these people, prayerful, humble, faithful will always be the 

answer to the question of what has to be done here, in our imperfect world, to 



make it better?  As Paul says, God works in all things with and through those 

who love him. 

 

Today, we may imagine the Three Wise men setting out on their long journey 

from the East.  They had nothing more to guide them but the Star – and yet 

they travelled on in HOPE. Perhaps Isaiah’s vision may light our path in the 

same way this year. 

 

What do you HOPE for this Christmas?  I hope for the reality of a safe Vaccine 

that that is distributed swiftly and fairly and works effectively.  I hope for 

Health for myself and those I love, peace for the world and the continuation of 

this Church.  Maybe, most of you would agree, at least with some of these…. 

But, there is one hope that I’m sure we do all share and that is the hope of life 

with Christ after death. The Pandemic has brought to our attention the fragility 

of our bodies - and, where we have lost people we love, our hope in a life 

beyond death may have been our main source of comfort in a year where 

human comfort has been restricted.  Hope, they say, is faith in the future 

in whatever form the future takes …… 

 

For now, the First Candle is lit – the darkness is split, Christ is coming, God is 

already here. 

 Amen, thanks be to God 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wojFqLeC30A 

There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God’s own Son 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving us your Spirit 
till your work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer 
name above all names 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
once for sinners slain. 
 

When I stand in glory 
I will see his face 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wojFqLeC30A


and there I’ll serve my King for ever 
in that holy place. 

 

 

Let us pray, 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

 into the darkness of our world; 

A world where there is injustice, war and disease 

 where many people still lack the basics  

 of food and clean water. 

Keep Hope alive until your Kingdom comes. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

 into the world of the homeless 

refugees from war and from economic collapse 

 the lost who live on our own streets, 

 those who have lost touch with their former lives 

 through mishap, addiction or poor mental health. 

For the homeless this Advent, keep Hope alive. 

  

Come, Lord Jesus, 

 into our villages, towns and cities 

where many are struggling with redundancy and debt 

 and food banks have become  

 a lifeline for those in need. 

Touch our hearts, that we may better support those who seek work 

 and help to keep Hope alive.  

 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

 come into our own community 

 into our homes and schools and businesses 

 and into the hearts of all our neighbours. 

Bring Hope to any who are ill just now 

 to those who walk in the Valley 

 to the confused and the lonely, 



and to all who weep for the loss of a loved one 

 especially Brian, and the family of Elizabeth Hepburn.. 

 

We take a moment or two of quietness 

 to hold before you now 

 any one or situations 

 which is causing us concern just now….   

 
 

As we bring our money,  

 for the building of your Kingdom  

 here on earth, 

Come, Lord Jesus, 

 into OUR lives… 

Give us Peace in our Hearts 

 and Hope in the future,   Amen 

 

INTIMATIONS 

There is a selection of masks available today in aid of church funds.  They are 
laid out on the front pew and there’s a box beside them for donations. Last 
week they raised £45. Thanks to all who purchased one. 
 
Next week there will be a collection of food and toiletries in aid of the Food 
Bank at Glasgow City Mission. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God, appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, our wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily, 
to us, the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4


O come, the branch of Jesse’s tree, 
free them from Satan’s tyranny 
that trust your mighty power to save 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 
 

O come, O Key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home, 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery. 
 

O come, desire of nations, 
bind in one the hearts of all mankind, 
O bid our sad divisions cease 
and be yourself our King of Peace. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Journey in Hope this week 

with the Knowledge of the Love of God 

in your hearts 

And the blessing of God Almighty 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with you and those whom you love 

now and always, 

Amen. 


