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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6ji4y9Q-K0 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6ji4y9Q-K0


Let us pray 
 

Thank you, loving God, 

for intimate communities, like ours 

brought and bound together 

by the gentle, fierce force 

of your Holy Spirit. 
 

Thank you for every explosion 

 and every gradual blossoming  

 of truth and love 

 in each person in our Church 

 and in any sphere of life. 
 

Thank you for the need we have of one another 

 - for the gift that each of us can receive 

 of another person who needs our help 

 through trouble, illness, bitterness, 

 doubt or grief. 
 

Thank you for the gift of every person 

 who has ever given us 

 or goes on giving 

 some part of themselves. 
 

Father,  

 keep it happening, 

 roughly, 

 gently,  

 quietly 

 according to our need. 
 

And for every foolish word, 

 every malicious thought, 

 every godless act, 

 every neglect of human need, 

  



 every arrogant assertion 

 of our own rights 

 and our own goodness – 

 Father, forgive us. 

 

So work in us 

 that each of us 

 in our own small way 

 may be a refuge, 

 a refreshment 

 and a sure support 

 for the anxious, the weary,  

 the sad and the weak. 

 

In the week ahead 

 help us to be more like Jesus 

 through whom,  

 and in whose name 

 we pray today. Amen 

 
 
 
 
READING:   Matthew 18:21-35    Jesus’ teaching on Forgiveness 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church  

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  Jesus 

said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, 

one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;  and, as he 

could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  So the slave fell 



on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’  And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one 

of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; [  and seizing him by 

the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  But he 

refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  

When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not have had 

mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So, my 

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

REFLECTION 

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” – so says Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount, at the end of a section of teaching on ‘Loving your enemies’.  

‘Perfect’ would be translated these days as ‘complete’, Jesus’ point being that if we 

are the complete human beings that we were created to be, then our generosity of 

spirit would extend even to those we found hard to like.  
 

But then, we are not perfect.   There is not a single biblical hero or saint who did 

not falter at some time, and even Paul admitted to struggling all his life with doing 

the wrong thing, and not doing the right thing….. and traced this ‘faultline’ back to 

the fall of humanity represented by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  You 

might think that this tendency we have to foul up would help us to understand 

better the faults of others – but it often doesn’t work that way!   
 

A story I heard recently retells Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant in another 

way…. 

 



A group of theology students training for ministry found themselves 

sharing accommodation with students from a wide range of subjects.  

Some of these other students were totally disruptive in their behaviour, 

making it almost impossible for their quieter colleagues to sleep at 

night, or study during the day. Most of the students didn’t even like to 

have friends round because the place was so chaotically unpleasant.  A 

difficult atmosphere developed as some of the Christian students 

simply wanted to ‘forgive’ the troublemakers – in other words not to 

deal with the problem - while others wanted to make an angry protest, 

and to insist, as a last resort, that the disruptive students were dealt 

with officially. 

 

What would Jesus have done? 
 

No doubt there will be a few situations like that across student residences 

once the Universities return…. and the angst will be the greater because of 

the threat of Covid-19.  Some will be anxious to play by the rules, while others 

will openly flaunt them – where then does forgiveness come in?   

Or, for older people – imagine a person without a mask squeezes past you 

on a train, coughing in your face as he goes – how hard is it to forgive and 

forget then?  We are most aroused when there is much at stake, and in Jesus’ 

original parable the stakes were very, high indeed. 
 

The lesson of his story is massive and obvious, but there is more than one 

way of putting the point Jesus makes.  Every time you accuse someone else, 

you accuse yourself of breaking God’s law on judging others. Every time you 

forgive someone else, though, you pass on a drop of water out of the 

bucketful that God has already given you. From God’s point of view, the 

distance between being ordinarily sinful (what we all are) and extremely 

sinful (what the people we disapprove of seem to be) is like the distance 

between London and Paris seen from the point of view of the sun. 
 

One of the discussions we have had in the Zoom Group while studying the 

Beatitudes and the Book of James, has been around forgiveness. How can 

you be humble and forgive over and over again without being a doormat for 

others to walk over? Maybe the man in Jesus’ parable would not make the 



same mistake again – but the rowdy students would certainly continue to 

live it up until stopped, and the cougher on the train would continue to 

ignore the government’s advice.  Surely, in these cases, some corrective 

measure is called for, for the sanity and safety of all? 
 

And, sure enough - when we look at Jesus’ parable in context, we see that it 

ends a chapter on church discipline. We often forget that the Gospels were 

written as aids to evangelism and Matthew, espcially, carries Jesus’ teaching 

on how the Christian communities ought to behave towards each other. 

Forgiving and forgetting as though nothing had happened would lead to a 

downward spiral at the end of the day and destroy its fellowship.  The key 

lesson is that one should never, ever give up making forgiveness and 

reconciliation one’s goal.  And, if confrontation has to happen, as it often 

does, it should be with forgiveness in mind, never revenge. 
 

But underneath that there is another lesson, more subtle, but just as 

important. Why does Jesus solemnly say, in the last verse, that those who 

refuse to forgive will themselves be refused forgiveness? Isn’t it out of 

keeping with the rest of the gospel that God can’t over-ride our failings at 

exactly that point? 
 

It seems that he won’t, and the New Testament speaks with one voice on this 

subject. Forgiveness isn’t like the meal that will be waiting for us back home 

even if we’d failed to buy a cheese sandwich and a cup of tea for a tramp on 

the street. It’s a different sort of thing altogether. 
 

A writer I admire suggests that forgiveness is more like the air in your lungs. 

There’s only room for you to inhale the next lungful once you’ve breathed 

out the previous one.  If you insist on holding your breath – refusing to give 

someone the kiss of life they may desperately need – you won’t be able to 

breathe in again yourself. If your heart is open and willing and able to forgive 

others, it will also be open to receive God’s love and forgiveness. But, if it’s 

locked up to the one, it will be locked up to the other. 
 

It is a hard lesson to learn, especially where there is much to forgive – as 

there is in the case of the many distraught partners or parents of victims of 



violence we see on our screens all too often. Yet, like so much other ‘good’ 

theology, it is borne out in practice that laying our burdens of bitterness, 

resentment and even grief at the foot of the Cross can be the start of learning 

to live again.  Forgiving ourselves is often the hardest thing of all - yet here, 

too, the miracle can happen when we lay ourselves open to the saving love 

of Christ.  That is why living fully as forgiven and forgiving people is the mark 

of Christian communities, even today.  

 
 

 
Let us pray 
 

Loving God 

We praise you for the good things of our lives, 

 for our homes and families 

 friends and neighbours 

and all who support us on the road of life. 
 

We thank you for the people we have loved in our life 

 especially those who are no longer with us 

 except in our warmest memories.  

We praise you for all they taught us in their time 

 of how to bring your blessing to the world. 
 

We pray for people in all corners of the world, 

  who are having a hard time just surviving…. 

We think of the refugees of Lesbos, who have now lost 

 even the little they had, including their documents 

 and now face living by the roadside until a ‘solution’ is found. 

Help us to see them not as a problem, 

 but as human beings in desperate trouble. 
 

We pray for victims of violence and cruelty 

 whether through terrorism or domestic abuse… 

We pray for victims of climate change 

 whether by flood, or fire, or drought. 

We pray for those who help the suffering in any way, 

 but who are so often invisible to us. 



  

We pray for our parish, and for the health of those who live here, 

We think especially of Rona recuperating in hospital 

 and Margaret recovering at home,  

 and ask your special blessing on them and their families. 

We pray, too, for those who are cared for at home 

 and for those who give care, lovingly - and without respite. 

They, too, can be invisible to us – but never to you, 

 so let us learn to look behind the obvious, as you do, 

 that we may offer comfort where we can. 
 

We pray for the leaders of our church in Langbank 

 as they prepare  the church building  

 for re-opening next Sunday… 

and pray that your Spirit be with us  

 as we prepare for worship ‘back home’. 
 

We pray, as always for those we love best, 

 whether they be near or far away 

Protect them in these strange times 

 and give them the faith to walk boldly on. 

Keep us in your mind, Lord, and help us 

 to serve you as we ought – for it is in 

 serving that we gain eternal life. Amen 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daGWdbrSGBM 
 

Make me a channel of Your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love 
Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in You 
 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daGWdbrSGBM


Make me a channel of Your peace 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there’s sadness, ever joy 
 

Oh Master, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 

Make me a channel of Your peace 
For when we give we will ourselves receive 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life 

 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

God bless you with hope and wonder 

God bless you with faith and questions 

God bless you with strength and courage 

and the Spirit’s guiding 

Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


