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This week, as we turn our thoughts to our church’s plan to  
re-open three weeks today, we thank God for his faithfulness 
to us - and touch on the new ways of worship which will let us 
remain faithful to him. 

 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk


Summer and winter, and seed-time and harvest 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 
 
Let us pray 

 

Loving God, 
Thank you for the faithfulness you show to us 
 at all times, and in all seasons…. 
and for the great truth that wherever we are 
 you are with us, working in us and through us 
 to build your kingdom here on earth. 
As you are faithful to us, Father, 
 keep us faithful to you. 
 
Through the months of long daylight  
 the usual rhythms of village life slowed, 
 as fear of the pandemic interrupted 
 normal work and school, gatherings and worship. 
We praise you for your faithfulness to us 
 through those disrupted days 
and thank you for the alternative means to worship 
 that have served us well in troubled times. 
 
We think sadly of the friends we have lost 
 in these Spring and Summer days 
and ask that you keep before us always 
 the fragility of human life - 
that we might value it the more highly 
 and resolve to live our own lives fully. 
We thank you that, in Jesus, and by the Holy Spirit 
 we have both the example and the means 
 to brave the squalls of winter. 



Be with us as Autumn comes. 
Help us to embrace our new-normal routines 
 of work and school and worship. 
Help us to take the best  
 of what we have been in lockdown 
 and carry it into the future –  
that we may come to worship you once more 
 as your faithful people in our time and place. 
Father, we ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 
 

 
READING Psalm 137: 1-6 (The Message) 
 

Alongside Babylon’s rivers 

    we sat on the banks; we cried and cried, 

    remembering the good old days in Zion. 

Alongside the quaking aspens 

    we stacked our unplayed harps; 

That’s where our captors demanded songs, 

    sarcastic and mocking: 

    “Sing us a happy Zion song!” 

 

Oh, how could we ever sing GOD’s song 

    in this wasteland? 

If I ever forget you, Jerusalem, 

    let my fingers wither and fall off like leaves. 

Let my tongue swell and turn black 

    if I fail to remember you, 

If I fail, O dear Jerusalem, 

    to honour you as my greatest. 

 
 
 
 
REFLECTION 

I doubt if this passage has ever been preached with as much relevance as it has 

this year – not in our land anyway.  Psalm 137 is a lament for the good old times, 

a yearning for ‘back to normal’.  Written during the Jews’ enforced exile to 

Babylon (Jerusalem fell in 586 BC), it expresses their deep sense of dislocation.  



There is no persecution, it is a comfortable exile, and they are free to worship as 

they please – but at first there is no enthusiasm for adopting new ways. Our 

picture captures the mood of the new sabbath. With nowhere in particular to 

worship, the faithful gather on the banks of the river. They are listless, thinking 

only of the Temple and the old, familiar rituals that were so meaningful. Even 

their harps lie unpacked, for they cannot think how to use them in this new 

context.  How can they sing the Lord’s song in this strange environment? 

 

We, too, have been in a strange land this Spring and Summer – dislocated from 

our ‘Normal’ - separated perhaps from school or work, family and friends – and 

locked out of our places of worship.  Thankfully, the Church has an advantage 

over the Judaism of that era – in believing that heaven and earth meet in human 

hearts and not in any building, for we believe that Christ is Lord of time and space.   

 

In our time and space, many of us have access to the internet and the Church of 

Scotland has reported an unexpected leap in ‘churchgoing’ since March, as many 

attend two or three ‘virtual services’ each week. I am slightly suspicious about the 

number of virtual services watched from beginning to end – but delighted that so 

many have been able to worship meaningfully in that strange land of lockdown.  

 

Many of us have found new Voices – some live-streamed not far from Langbank.  

Others among you have remarked on how much you enjoyed ‘Reflections from 

the Quay’, with its dual Voices and eclectic music.  With their relaxed, intimate 

tone and the use of visual images, be they photos of local beauty spots, or videos 

of local children, these streamed church services are here to stay. They have 

become the new-normal. 

 

The Babylonian exile lasted 70 years and during that time the homesick Jews did 

find new ways to sing the Lord’s song.  It was during this time that synagogues 

came into being – as a place to physically gather together, to hear scripture read 

together, and to pray together.  Each synagogue became the community hub of 

for worship, pastoral care and cultural activities – the model on which our 

churches have been based.  Sabbath services involved the singing of psalms, the 

reading and exposition of scripture, and prayer. 

 



By the end of next month many of our local churches will have re-opened. Will 

this bring us home gladly from the strange land?  Or simply put us into another 

strange land?   The regulations that keep us safe make it impossible to worship in 

exactly the same way.   

 

First: like the Babylonian Jews we do not return in multitudes  

 singing great hymns of triumph over a deadly peril – for  

 the peril is still at large, and we are not allowed to gather 

 in multitudes, nor to sing.  

Second:  we can physically gather, but we must keep our distance  

 and wear masks.   

Third: like many returning Jews who had enjoyed a  

 comfortable standard of living in exile, we will no doubt  

 miss the comfort of the Sunday morning sofa, the cup of  

 coffee, the autonomy to pick the virtual church  

 of our choice - and the luxury to choose On/Off or Pause.   

 

The letter sent from the Kirk Session to all members last weekend gave all the 

necessary information relating to the re-opening of Langbank Church. Safety is 

foremost for everyone and the Individual Risk Assessment is a good general guide 

as to the risk to health involved.  
 

However, with so much seemingly against a joyful re-opening of the church, you 

might agree it begs the question, ‘Who can be for us?  The answer to that, of 

course, is ‘The Lord!’  What the Jews discovered during their exile was that God 

was with them wherever they were….  

– in exile AND back in Jerusalem 

-  in our homes, AND back in church 
 

God reaches us and hears us individually, wherever we are.  But it is for our sake, 

as a worshipping community, that we gather in his name on the sabbath.  Our 

physical presence is part of our call to discipleship and gathering allows the Holy 

Spirit space to move among us.  Yet, there’s a question that still begs answering:  

How on earth do we sing the Lord’s song without singing? 

 



First: hymns will be played for us to follow – and there will be  

 lots of hymns, including all the familiar ones.  Mostly, we  

 will hear Elspeth on the organ, and where appropriate, 

 recorded music will be used.   
  

Second:   the Word will be read and preached as usual, and interpreted 

further by other material (eg dramatic readings/poems/sketches 

  

.Finally:  we will pray together.  We will give thanks to God for bringing  

 us safely, this far. We will join in the Lord’s Prayer together. 

We will pray for the strengthening of our community, as we come 

into winter, for the world at large, for our own friends and  

family…. (please tell me in advance of each Sunday of any loved 

ones you would liked named, whether or not you, yourself are 

attending)… and we will pray for ourselves.  

 Most of all, we will remember together whose we are and  

whom we serve, as we look forward, once more, to celebrating 

Harvest, and Remembrance, and Christmas.   

 

Surely, these are the only real reasons we have ever come to church.  Not just for 

a comfy seat, nor even for the coffee and chat after the service….. but to gather 

to give thanks to the God who guides us for the week past, and to ask his help in 

the week ahead.  To lessen the discomfort of wearing a mask the church service 

will be short – and for those who cannot be present, this written service will 

continue to be posted on the website each Sunday.   

 

At this stage it is hard to say whether the new technology will be up and running 

in three weeks’ time.  If not, we will go with what we have.  Meanwhile, notable 

individuals have been busy over the summer months. The church garden, the 

church steps, the flagpole and the organ have been lovingly cared for – and over 

the next few weeks the sanctuary will be deep cleaned by volunteers – and who 

knows, you may be one of them. In the re-opening of a church, presence is all!   

  

 

 



   
Let us pray, 

Heavenly Father 
 

As your Son, Jesus, healed those who came to him, 
 so, we ask him now to hear our prayers  
 for those people and those parts of the world  
 which are hurting just now…. 
 
Lord, 

We pray this week for those who live in danger 

 - for asylum seekers who cross the channel to find a new home 

 - for those caught up in the race riots in American cities 

 - for those living in the wake of forest fires in California 

 - for those dying from disease in refugee camps in many lands 

 - for farmers under attack from swarms of locusts 

 - for women, or men, living with violent or controlling partners 

 - for people everywhere whose lives are jeopardised by Covid. 
 
We pray for the leadership of our Church 

 - for the Moderator and those who work at 121 

 - for the leaders and members of the new Clyde Presbytery  
      in its inaugural week 

 - and for those who lead Langbank Church, as we plan to re-open. 
 

We pray for the whole community of Langbank 

 for its school, its restaurant, but most of all for its people. 

We ask your blessing on any who are sick, or in recovery 

 - on the lonely, the anxious and the frail. 

We pray for those who have lost loved ones this year 

 and for all who are worried about losing their livelihoods. 

Lord, we commit them all to your care 

 knowing how gentle are the hands that will hold them. 

And, for ourselves, we pray for strength to serve today 

 and bright hope for all our tomorrows. Amen 
 



As you will see, this recording comes from Paisley Abbey 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_cev2ri90 

 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; 
be now and ever near me, my master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my Guide. 

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee 
that where you are in glory thy servant shall be too. 
and Jesus, I have promised, to serve thee to the end; 
now give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

O let me see thy footprints, and in them plant mine own; 
my hope to follow duly is in thy strength alone. 
O guide me, call me, draw me, uphold me to the end; 
And then in heaven receive me, my saviour and my friend. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

The blessing of God Almighty 
Father Son and Holy Spirit 

be with you 
and those whom you love 

now and evermore 
Amen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UU_cev2ri90

