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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ 

 

Let us build a house where love can dwell   
and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  

All are welcome, all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place. 

 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek  
to dream God's reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God's grace;  
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
 
Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ


Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:   

 
 
 

Let us pray 

Loving God,  

You are the Rock that keeps us stable 

 and our haven in times of trouble. 

We praise you for your steadfast love 

 - for whenever our path is unsure, 

 we know that we can put our trust in you. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

We confess you as our Lord 

 the Cornerstone on whose very Life  

 the Church is built. 

When we are tired and tempted to give in,  

 help us to remember that all you ask of us 

 is that we follow you. 
 

Spirit of understanding 

 whose presence brings fresh insight 

 into old situations. 

Renew our minds, refresh our Spirits 

 and awaken us to the new possibilities 

 that are often glimpsed most clearly  

 when we are most keenly challenged. 
 

Forgive us for all the things we have done this week 

 that we should not have done 

And for all the things we have failed to do 

 that would have helped or encouraged others…. 

- moments when we overlooked a neighbour’s tiredness 

 or failed to compliment a job well-done. 



 

Help us to remember always 

 that your Kingdom is built on everyday  

 acts that bring blessing to the world 

and everyday prayers said by people like us. Amen 

 

 

 
 
READINGS Today’s Readings are taken from The Message 
 
Matthew 16: 15-18 Peter’s Confession of Faith at Caesarea Philippi 

He pressed them, “And how about you? Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t get that answer 

out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this 

secret of who I really am. And now I’m going to tell you who you are, really are. 

You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a 

church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep 

it out. 

   
 
Romans 12: 1-8  Place your life before God   

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary 

life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it 

before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you 

can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 

without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from 

the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to 

it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of 

immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 

I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and 

especially as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of 

you does, in pure grace, it’s important that you not misinterpret yourselves as 

people who are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The 

only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does 

for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 



In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its 

meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re 

talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and 

function as a part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we 

wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all 

these excellently formed and marvellously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s 

just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully 

comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 

If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t 

take over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be 

careful that you don’t get bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re 

called to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be quick to 

respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let yourself get irritated with 

them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face. 

 
  
REFLECTION 
 

The seven friends met at ten o’clock the next morning. It had been an exciting 

night, now they were nervous at how they were going to take the project forward. 
 

They’d discovered that they were all interested in gardens, to the point of being 

ready to quit their various jobs and work together at a new business.  There wasn’t 

a proper Garden Centre for 20 miles in either direction, so there was clearly a hole 

in the market; the question was, how were they going to get started? Who was 

going to do what? 
 

The rest quickly agreed that Ruth and Alec should co-ordinate the project. 

Ruth had contacts in the business world and could talk through strategy with 

people who would give them good advice, and keep a sharp eye on the larger 

scene. Alec had worked in a bank for twenty years and would be a good choice to 

run the financial side of the business. 

 

Meanwhile Thomas, who could never look after his own money never mind 

anybody else’s, was itching to start growing things, especially vegetables. So, he 



was delighted when the rest of the group agreed that he should look after that 

section. Rebecca, who’d been a keen gardener since she was a wee girl, would look 

after the Flowers and Shrubs…. and Gerry was one of nature’s handymen – they 

were going to need him all right.  Matthew was a born salesman and knew the 

county like the back of his hand. He would get out on the road and find new 

business. 
 

And Richard?  There was an awkward pause. What could he do? He wasn’t 

particularly good with his hands, though he loved gardens and was just as keen on 

the business as the rest of them.  He had an academic background that he didn’t 

want to pursue...  but he was everyone’s best friend in the group, the one who 

kept them all cheerful.  Suddenly they realized that he would be the Key person in 

the Main Office, greeting people as they came in, organising the paperwork and 

writing up reports. He would keep them all happy – and the customers as well. 

The business was launched. 
 

Peter’s confession of faith is a Key point in Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and results 

in Peter being appointed to a Key position.  That Peter publicly acknowledges Jesus 

as the Christ (=King) and as the Son of the living God…. is all the more remarkable 

because they were at the garrison town of Caesarea Philippi. 
 

The town’s original name was Banyas and, long before the Romans, it had attracted 

pilgrims coming to sacrifice at the many grottos built into the rock to Pan.   We 

found it  an uncomfortable place to visit retaining, as it did, its atmosphere of 

human sacrifice. Its grottos still scar the rockface, and even the elaborate chapels 

dedicated to Roman deities lie in ruin. It is in this centre of pagan spirituality and 

secular power that Jesus asks Peter the question that will change his life:  

“Who do you say that I am?”   

Both men knew that ‘King’ and ‘Son of God’ were titles that Caesar claimed for 

himself – and Peter’s reply reveals, without doubt, that Jesus is his King.   

 

This is a coming of age scene – not unlike that night that Jacob wrestled with God 

at Peniel and won through. You may remember that Jacob, renamed Israel, then 

stepped up to fulfil God’s promise of twenty years earlier.  For Peter, this is the 

moment that he is endorsed to be the Key player in the team Jesus has been 



training on the road….. the team that will take over when he is killed in Jerusalem.  

I like how the author of this translation puts it ….. 
 

“You are Peter, a rock.  This is the rock on which I will put together my church – a 

church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep 

it out.”   
 

The two qualities Jesus looked for in a leader were loyalty and energy. Any new 

enterprise, be it Garden Centre or Church, needs enormous energy if it is to 

flourish, especially in the early years. The amount of energy expended by all the 

Apostles soon after Jesus’ death was phenomenal, such was their drive to tell the 

world the Good News of Jesus Christ.  It is one of the most energetic Apostles, Paul, 

who gives us advice on how to be Team Church, even today. It’s a reminder that we 

all express our faith in different ways, according to our gifts …. you could say that 

our various gifts are our ‘Voices’. 
 

It is sad when a Voice is ignored. The Paisley Minister to whom we were sent for 

Elder Training back in the 80s was a wonderful story-teller.  To illustrate the 

sensitivity and discernment he hoped we would develop, he told us about his old 

Mum, who came to live near him after his father died.  She joined the Church at 

the end of her road, and week after week she kept trying to join the Coffee Rota 

but was just told to ‘sit down, dear’. 

So, she went and joined another church, where she was allowed to help. Pouring 

teas and coffees was her gift……  sitting down, her Voice was smothered.  Those of 

us who have begun to study the Book of James at the Wednesday Zoom Group will 

recall his words about ‘listening’ to other people! 
 

But James also encourages us to listen to God, and so does Paul – how else can we 

remain loyal?  How can we serve him, if we do not first accept the premise that all  

good things come from Him.  As Paul says here,  

“The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he 

does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.”   

That is the moment of coming of age for us all – whether we are nine or ninety. It’s 

also the moment when we loosen the grip that the prevailing culture may have on 

us. Knowing whose we are and whom we serve gives us another standard to live by. 

In accepting life and all its blessings as a gift from God, we cannot help but bring our 



humble gratitude into every area of our everyday lives – and Paul sums this up in a 

phrase that should really be written on our foreheads and on the back of our hands!   

“Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.”  

 

 
 

Let us pray 
 

Gracious God, 

We pray today for those without voice 

 because they are too young, too old, or too poor… 

For communities whose Voice is muffled by censorship,  

For men, woman and children 

 whose mouths are cracked with dust… 

For the survivors of atrocities who are mute with shock… 

And for the loved ones of those who have been  

 silenced forever by an exploding shell. 

 

Lord, have mercy on us, that all this un-natural silence  

 is the reality in so many corners of the world today. 

And yet, even in the worst of places, you are there 

  and we thank you for all the men and women 

  who dedicate their gifts to saving the lives  

 of the most vulnerable,  

 and trying to help them find their voice. 

 

We thank you for the doctors, nurses,  

 and scientists who work to save life 



 or to research vaccines or treatments 

 for those who have caught Coid-19.  

We pray for those who help recovering patients  

 to find strength in their limbs and in their thoughts.  

 

Lord, 

As churches re-open after lockdown, 

 we pray for energy to adapt to the new regulations 

 and acceptance of the restrictions imposed. 

We pray for those who cannot come to church 

 because of age or infirmity 

 or because they care for others. 

-   for those whom we know 

 who are in hospital or ill at home 

 and all who await the results of tests 

- for families and friends caught up 

 in the ill health, anxiety or frailty of loved ones.  

Come into their lives, we pray 

 and bring them your peace. 

And for ourselves, we pray, that in the week ahead 

 we may cheer the world with our presence 

 wherever we may be. Amen 

  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bC0tgG_blE 
 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one, 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 
To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with your constant loving-kindness 
hear your servants as they pray; 
and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
One in might and One in glory 
while unending ages run. 
 

 

 
BLESSING 
 

The blessing of God Almighty 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

be with you all,  
and all whom you love 

now and always  
Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bC0tgG_blE

