
10 July 2020 - PHASE 3 - AS RELATES TO LANGBANK CHURCH 
 
Dear Friends 
 

As we have heard so often over the last 24 hours, today marks the beginning of a 
new phase in the lifting of restrictions laid down months ago to help prevent the 
spread of Coronavirus. The Scottish Government’s policy is to lift restrictions 
gradually – and while this is undoubtedly wise, it also makes it more difficult to 
plan with certainty. 
 

Indoor Services 
For instance, many of you will have heard this morning that church buildings can 
now be open for services in Scotland (following due precautions) from this 
Wednesday, 15th July - ie a week earlier than predicted. However, this decision is 
for us merely the first link in a chain of decisions.  A Group from 121 have been 
liaising with the government since lockdown began, and they will now legislate 
for the Church of Scotland as a whole, before passing Rules and Regs down to 
presbyteries and kirk sessions. We will hear more from the Principal Clerk mid-
week, and this should take us another step nearer in the re-opening of Langbank 
Church for worship More on that as things unfold.  
 

Outdoor Services 
Meanwhile, the same letter from the Principal Clerk also states that we must wait 
until 30th July for a further announcement before planning any outdoor gatherings 
(eg an outdoor service).  This is very disappointing but there is no way round it – 
organised live events are not yet permitted.  We can only hope that this 
announcement, too, is brought forward. 
 

Meantime, we are blessed in a plethora of worship services in different styles and 
modes. Although most of us are longing to return safely to our own church 
building, we will bring new experiences with us and perhaps these will bring an 
immediacy to our own worship.  Elspeth practices the organ in the sanctuary each 
week, and reports that the building feels ‘very happy’! 
 

 
Wishing you all a happy and sunny weekend,  
God bless, 
Liz 
  
 


