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Today, we return to the story of the Patriarchs.  Time has passed. Sarah’s recent death has 
taken its toll.  Abraham now has one remaining responsibility to fulfil his covenant with God 
– to see Isaac married, and thus, ensure the succession. As ever, God oversees events. 
 
[To listen to the hymn on YouTube: Click (or Ctrl Click) on the link, click ‘Skip Ads’ and then start the video. 
When finished, stop the video to prevent YouTube from automatically playing the next hymn.] 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk   

 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
all I have needed thy hand has provided – 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

Summer and winter, and seed-time and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to they great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 

 

Our opening prayer this morning was written for ‘Reflections from the Quay’ on 17th May by the 
outgoing Moderator, the Rt Rev Colin Sinclair. It is a good prayer for these times and fits well with 
our theme today. 

 

Isaac meets Rebekah 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk


 
Let us pray, 
 

Holy God 
We give you thanks for the joy that comes 
 when we gather together to worship 
 and look forward to the time when we can be 
 united as the people of God once more. 
We thank you for the family of faith, 
 united in our desire to follow Jesus. 
 
Thank you for those with whom we have laughed this week, 
 who have made this world a more cheery place. 
Thank you for those with whom we have wept 
 and with whom we have shared sorrows in our times of need. 
We bless you for those we have served alongside, 
 sharing together in a common task, 
 whose support has made the work more manageable. 
We bless you for those who have shared our dreams 
 and pursued our visions,  
 as partners in a common purpose, 
 working to an agreed goal. 
 
At the is time when it is easy to get frustrated 
 and where it can sometimes be hard to love ourselves, 
 let alone our neighbour;  
forgive us for everything that has interrupted 
 the companionship we should enjoy: 
for selfishness that made us want nothing but our own way, 
for intolerance which made us see  
 nothing but our own point of view,  
for self-assertiveness that made us seek  
 to impose our own will upon others.  
Have mercy, good Lord. 
 
So cleanse and purify us,  
 that in the days to come  
 we will work to live in unity with one another  
 because we are one in Christ. 
Hear this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

  



READING:   Genesis 24: verses 1-4, 10-27, 49-51, 57-67 

Isaac and Rebekah 

Abraham was now very old, and the LORD had blessed him in every way.  He said 

to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, ‘Put 

your hand under my thigh.  I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven 

and the God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters 

of the Canaanites, among whom I am living,  but will go to my country and my 

own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.’ 
 

Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with all 

kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made 

his way to the town of Nahor.  He made the camels kneel down near the well 

outside the town; it was towards evening, the time the women go to draw water. 
 

Then he prayed, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, 

and show kindness to my master Abraham.  See, I am standing beside this spring, 

and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. May it be 

that when I say to a young woman, “Please let down your jar that I may have a 

drink,” and she says, “Drink, and I’ll water your camels too”– let her be the one 

you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown 

kindness to my master.’ 
 

Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. 

She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s 

brother Nahor.  The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept 

with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. 
 

The servant hurried to meet her and said, ‘Please give me a little water from your 

jar.’ 
 

‘Drink, my lord,’ she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him 

a drink. 
 

After she had given him a drink, she said, ‘I’ll draw water for your camels too, until 

they have had enough to drink.’  So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, 

ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his 

camels.  Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or 

not the LORD had made his journey successful. 
 

When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring 

weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. Then he asked, 



‘Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for 

us to spend the night?’ 

She answered him, ‘I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to 

Nahor.’  And she added, ‘We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for 

you to spend the night.’ 
 

Then the man bowed down and worshipped the LORD,  saying, ‘Praise be to 

the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness 

and faithfulness to my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to 

the house of my master’s relatives.’ 
 

Later….. 

Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. He went 

out to the field one evening to meditate,[f] and as he looked up, he saw camels 

approaching.  Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her 

camel  and asked the servant, ‘Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?’ 
 

‘He is my master,’ the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself. 
 

Then the servant told Isaac all he had done.  Isaac brought her into the tent of his 

mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; 

and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

 

….and now, be upstanding,  
and raise your glasses to the Bride and Groom. 

Isaac and Rebekah - 
 may you have Health, Wealth and Happiness 

and may all your troubles be little ones! 
 

In any normal year, we would be right in the middle of the Wedding Season. And 

after the pre-nuptial gathering of relatives, the dressing of the bride, the marriage 

service and the photos, the guests sit down to eat….. and then, it is time for the 

speeches.  And perhaps the most interesting part is the little story of how the 

couple met. Maybe they played together as children and then met up in later life.  

Maybe they dated as teenagers. Or, perhaps they met at college, at work, or on 

holiday – or half way up a mountain, when he said to her, ‘you’ve dropped your 

hat’, and their eyes met as he straightened up and handed it to her. Whether they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-655f


loved or ignored each other at first meeting, there is usually a point in the story 

where the couple understand that their love is ‘meant to be’ – and that their future 

happiness together was pre-destined, all part of God’s Plan.  
 

Love and marriage and children are the stuff of which the stories of the Patriarchs 

are made, and through them we learn that God has a Plan for the world that 

involves each of us.  In this chapter we follow the rather remote wooing of the 

Rebekah that she might become the wife of Isaac, and it ends happily when 

Rebekah is brought to him and he looks on her, and loves her, and makes her his 

wife.  Duty done, Abraham, servant of the Lord, is free to die in peace.  
 

There is not one iota of doubt that this is a marriage made in heaven – even 

Rebekah’s father and brother readily agree to her going off with a stranger because 

the whole strange encounter is “from the Lord!” 

 

 

We are urged here to identify with the Servant. Servants have a special place in the 

Bible, being the main agents in many stories about kings and houses and vineyards 

- the type of parables that Jesus told. A trusted Servant is an ambassador, speaking 

and dealing in the world on his master’s behalf.  Servants are used as models for 

our own faithfulness, persistence, and kindness.  What are our lives, if not a sacred 

quest with many chapters, in which we carry out the Master’s Plan.  We too bring 

gifts – our strength, our wits, our judgement, in order to serve his purpose. And in 

doing so, we speak and deal and gift the world in Christ’s name. 

 

Sometimes the road is straight, like the first part of the Servant’s journey to Nahor 

But, then, approaching the well, he found himself at a crossroads, and, having no 

idea which way to go, he prayed for guidance.  As he prayed, the idea came to him 

to play a game of ‘Passwords’. Somehow, he just ‘knew’ that the right girl would 

answer correctly.  Our crossroads are rarely as straightforward, yet when we ask 

for guidance, we also then live in expectation of a nudge in the right direction and, 

being attuned, we are more likely to see the signs which God leaves for us 

everywhere.  Pausing and refilling spiritually through prayer is a vital part of our 

journey, which is why this encounter between Rebekah and the Servant is placed 

at a well. 

 



We cannot see a wood for its trees while we pass through it – but on looking back 

we can usually see a pattern emerge from the different chapters of our lives. And 

we can see that even the bad bits were useful, in that they taught us some lesson 

that helped us further down the road.  Faith may be belief in the things we cannot 

see, but it can also open our eyes to the times when we were nudged and the 

times when we were carried.  God be with you on your road.  

 

Let us pray, 

At every crossroad we encounter today, O God, 
 may we know you are directing our path, 
 calling out to us the road we should take. 
In every decision that confronts us, 
 may we know Your Spirit at large, 
 guiding our discernment, 
 affirming our choices, 
 nudging us to be confident 
 in your loving presence…. 
And may we be assured 
 that the paths you call us to travel 
 lead to life in all its fullness.   
 

Heavenly Father, we pray now for the world in which we live, 
Loving Father, 
As we begin to wake up here  
 from the nightmare of Covid-19  
 we see a world in trouble. 
We pray for people in all places where 
 the danger of infection is still high, 
 and especially for the poorest countries 
 where the summer rains also bring 
 the annual outbreaks of typhoid and malaria. 
 

We pray for people in every country  
 who have been victimised, or kept down 
 or treated as lesser - the minority groups 
 and asylum seekers across the world. 
We pray for those who are about to lose their rights 
 thanks to the aggressive ambitions of their leaders, 
 thinking especially of the people of Russia and Hong Kong. 
 



We pray that good people everywhere  
 will stand up to those who follow de-humanising regimes. 
 

We pray for those who want to mourn 
 but cannot share their grief because of lockdown. 
We remember especially for those  
 who have been left alone, having lost partners or parents. 
We pray for those who are ill just now 
 and ask your peace on the dying. 
We pray for those who have lost jobs after lockdown 
 and are wondering what life will bring. 
We pray for schoolchildren and students 
 who now face a very different future. 
We ask you to guide them all in the changes they face 
 and give them strength of purpose to see the new path ahead. 
 

We pray now  
 for the physical and spiritual health 
 of our own community 
that the people of Langbank may rise above 
 the restrictions imposed and the sameness of the days. 
We ask your blessing on each household…. 
 and on those we love the best. 
Be the Rock to them that you are to us 
 and guide them through this chapter of life 
 to know fullness of life once more. 
These things we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

We end today with a hymn that asks for God’s guidance in every time of our lives….  

  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCBjxVP6GWE 

 
Lord  of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, 
At the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
Be there at our labours and give us, we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, 
At the noon of the day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCBjxVP6GWE


Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace. 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, 
At the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, 
At the end of the day. 

 
 
 

BLESSING  God’s blessing be on your journey 
   Christ’s calling direct your paths; 
   and the Spirit’s energy lighten your step 
   until you find your way home. Amen  

 

 

 

 


