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And Jesus told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow…. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[To listen to the hymn on YouTube: Click (or Ctrl Click) on the link, click ‘Skip Ads’ and then start the video. 
When finished, stop the video to prevent YouTube from automatically playing the next hymn.] 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWHMZsf-Ano 
 

We plough the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand: 
you send the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, 
and soft refreshing rain. 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 
 
He only is the Maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWHMZsf-Ano


the winds and waves obey him, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, 
he gives our daily bread. 
 
We thank you then O Father, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seedtime and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
for all your love imparts, 
with what we know you long for: 
our humble, thankful hearts. 

 
 
Let us pray…. 

 

Loving God 

We gather here today to praise you 

 that you make yourself known to us in so many ways, 

 for you are Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

You reach from the furthest twinkling star 

 to the deepest ocean floor 

 yet, your care for each of us is all-embracing, 

 as shown to us in the love of Jesus. 

Your Spirit guides, and comforts, and binds us as one…. 

 and it is as your people here at Langbank 

 that we meet today to worship you. 

 

We praise you that our country is now safer from 

 Coronavirus than it was even one month ago, 

 and thank you for the opportunity we now have 

 to travel and to reunite with loved ones. 

May our experiences broaden our minds 

 and deepen our Faith that wherever we go 

 you are the same God, who loves us all. 



 

And yet, 

In our wanderings, 

 at our work,  

 and in our homes 

 we have often failed to think of you 

 and count our blessings. 

We have sometimes failed to love each other …  

 failed to reach out with encouragement, 

 or to ask for help when we’ve felt low. 

.Forgive us for these easy, precious things 

 we might have done, but didn’t. 

Forgive us, too, for any hurtful things we said or did 

 and which we now regret. 

 

We pray that your Word may fall gently 

 on our hearts today 

And the Seeds of your Spirit work in us this week. 

 that the beauty of the world without 

 may be matched by the beauty of our lives within 

 as we follow your Son Jesus 

 wherever his Spirit may lead.  

We ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen 
 
 
 

READING   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 



whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 

the path, and the birds came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 

root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!” 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

“Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy;  yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 

or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 
 
REFLECTION 
 
In Jesus’ story, the heritage of the Seed is above question….. the Seed is the Word 

of God and the Sower is God himself. It follows, therefore, that its success, in 

terms of germination and growth must inevitably depend on the nature of the 

ground. 
 

And, what is true of the soil, is true of us, as Jesus makes clear in his explanation.  

The Seeds of God’s Spirit are ubiquitously scattered, and universally good.  What 

makes the difference is the state of the ground – the ground of our being. 
 



The Seeds of the Spirit are all around us – but, whether we turn out to be self-

centered, envious, sorts of people - or generous and kind, and sensitive to the 

needs of others…. depends not on the quality or quantity of the SEEDS, but on our 

ready-ness to receive one and let it grow within us. 

 

At first, this seems an easy parable, to unravel, because Jesus himself gives us all 

the clues! The Seeds of the Spirit cannot penetrate the hearts of Pathway People  

because they have closed minds… nor in Thorny Ground People, who are too tied 

up in their own busy-ness for any Spiritual Life.  And, nor can the Seeds survive in 

the hearts of Shallow Ground People because their faith, far from being well-

rooted, is only skin deep.  However, at the end of the day, the three unsuitable 

soils are really a distraction on the way to the Good Ground… 
 

‘The Good Ground stands for the Good Hearer’, says William Barclay  

“Good Hearers do three things. 

- First, they listen attentively. 

- Second, they keep what they hear 

  in their minds and hearts and think it over 

  it until they discover its meaning for themselves. 

- Third, having discovered its Meaning,  

 they act upon it.” 

 

It’s a Journey of Faith familiar to many of us….. first, a moment of awakening, 

followed by a gradual understanding as God’s seed grows in us, and finally, the  

realization that this has transformed the way we see things.  

It may sound like three separate stages, but it is just one process.  As soon as the 

Seeds of God’s Spirit fall on Good Ground, ready to receive it, the process of 

transformation begins. I know this for sure, because it happened to me. 
 

I remember being in a Scripture class when I was about twelve years old, and the 

teacher telling us how God called a farmer called Amos away from his herds and 

sycamore trees and told him to go to a certain town and prophesy against the 

rulers, who lived the life of Riley, enslaving the poor in a cycle of poverty. What 



Amos said that day is the sum total of the Book of Amos – i.e. that this was not 

the kind of society that God wanted for his people. 
 

Exactly why that lesson was transformational for me I don’t know, but it was. The 

Seeds fall continuously, my ground was receptive that day and, for the first time, I 

made the connection between God, ourselves and others on the scale of society, 

and not just as related to myself. I remember clearly that it was an awakening - a 

breakthrough moment in my maturing, for a door had been opened that could 

not be shut again.  Once a seed gets in and starts to grow – it influences how you 

see things forever.  
 

The seeds of God’s Spirit fall around us endlessly – but, as adults normally walking 

on well-trodden paths – it is often in our off-times 

 - our UN-LOVELY TIMES 

 - our SAD TIMES 

 - our LAPSES in confidence….  

 - the CRACKS in our Morality,   

 that ONE SEED finds a way in, and germinates, takes root, and grows. 

And after that? The DNA in God’s seed pilots our slow growth to spiritual 

maturity…..  by which time we have learned a little how to ‘listen’ to God’s word 

and to ‘see’ God’s world with his eyes. as he continually reaches out to us. 
 

The POINT of the Seeds is to bring US to the point where we fulfil God’s purpose 

for us and nourish the world with the fruit that we bear…… 

And the Fruits of the Spirit are, 

-   Love, Joy, Peace,  

- Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 

- Faithfulness, Humility and Self-control.  
 

“Every tree is known by the Fruit it bears”, says Jesus, 

“You do not pick figs from thorn Bushes, or gather grapes from bramble bushes. 

A good person brings good out of the teasure of good things in his heart; 

a bad person brings bad out of his treasure of bad things……. for the mouth 

speaks what the heart is full of.” 
 



God sees into every heart. He sees the bits that glow within us  and the bits that 

need some help and waits till the time is right for each of us to Listen! 
 
 

 
Our next hymn has new words to an old tune (‘All through the night….’) but has 4 verses instead 
of the original 3. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFuwO-l5dkg 
 

"Once a farmer went out sowing," 
Jesus began. 
"Soon the tender plants were growing 
There on his land. 
Every day he labored, tending, 
Weeding, working, hope unbending. 
So his care was never-ending 
For what he'd planned." 
 
God of love, when he was sleeping, 
His harvest grew. 
Even with his faithful keeping, 
Life came from you. 
You awakened seeds he'd sown there; 
You gave strength to what was grown there. 
He was never all alone there; 
He looked to you. 
 
Long ago our church was planted 
Here in this place. 
Those who loved you worked and tended 
In your embrace. 
Here they built a place of worship, 
Laboured well in faith and friendship, 
Preached and served in times of hardship, 
All by your grace. 
 
In our joyful celebration, 
God, this is true: 
You sustain this congregation; 
Life comes from you. 
In the times we pray and gather, 
When we risk for things that matter, 
As we love and serve our neighbour, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFuwO-l5dkg


We trust in you.   
© 2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 
Let us pray…. 

 
Loving Father,    

We come to you with thanks and praise  

for all the blessings of our lives…. 

 -  for comfortable homes, 

 -  a peaceful neighbourhood 

 -  warm clothes, and good food to eat. 

And, yet we know  

 that we do not live by these things alone,  

 for we are people of mind as well as body 

 of Spirit, as well as flesh. 

And so we thank you for the things that feed our souls… 

 -  for work and hobbies that stretch us, 

 -  for music that comforts and disturbs 

 -  for Imagination that takes us out of this world 

 to meet with inspiration from above. 

 

Thank you for your Holy Spirit, who weaves herself 

 into our hopes, our plans, our dreams… 

Who inspires storytellers, artists, teachers, writers 

 to speak of you in different ways…. 

 that we might understand. 

We pray for preachers of your word, 

 by sermon, story, poem, speech, 

 that their inspiration may encourage us  



 to seek your truth at different levels in our lives… 

And we pray that all of us 

 may harbour your Spirit within ourselves 

 and show its fruits in our own lives. 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We pray for a suffering world,  

 which needs your healing.  

We pray for people all over the world who live in fear. 

Those who are homeless 

 and any who are hungry. 

We pray for the work of the Church 

 as it prepares to emerge once more in physical form.  

  and for all who bring the seeds  

 of resurrection hope to others…..  

 in Worship, in listening, and in Prayer.  

We ask your blessing now  

 on any members of this Church or Parish 

 who need our prayers today… 

We remember especially any who are grieving, 

 for the housebound, and the sheltering 

 for the cared-for, and those who care for them with love. 
  

And, may your Holy Spirit touch the hearts 

of all whom we love, and give them peace, 

as we name them quietly now… 

 

  



Lord, hear our prayers for others… 

 

And for ourselves, we pray 

  for strength to serve this week, 

 and for bright hope for all our tomorrows. 

Loving Father, we ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 
 

BLESSING 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akT32E83zjI 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace. Amen 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akT32E83zjI

