
 
LANGBANK CHURCH - Sunday 6 June 2020 

Trinity Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples:  
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit” 

 
 

God the Father of Creation 

source of love and energy, 

your creative love so shapes us 

that we share your liberty. 

Teach us how to use this freedom 

loving children all to be. 
 

Jesus Christ our Lord and brother 

in your cross we see the way 

to be servants for each other, 

caring, suffering, every day. 

Teach us patience, and obedience 

neve from your path to stray. 
 

Holy Spirit, love that binds us 

to the Father and the Son, 

giver of the joy that fills us, 

yours the peace that makes us one, 

teach our hearts to be more open 

as we pray ‘God’s will be done.’ 
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Members of our Saviour’s body, 

here on earth his life to be, 

though we stand as different people, 

may we share the unity 

of the Father, Son and Spirit, 

perfect love in Trinity. 

 
 

Let us pray, 
Loving God, 

Maker, Redeemer and Inspirer, 

 we are your people; 

 you are our God. 

We stand in line 

 with those you call to bear your love 

 to hungry souls 

And so we come 

 to worship and to reflect; 

 to offer praise 

 to hear your word 

 to do your will 

 in the cause of your kingdom. Amen 

 
 
READING:  Matthew 28: 16-20 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

 The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had told 

them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him, even though 

some of them doubted.  Jesus drew near and said to them, “I have 

been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  Go, then, to all 

peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the 

name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And I will be with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 
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THE SHAPE OF THE TRINITY – DOES IT MATTER? 

We talk of One God, and then we talk of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We say 

this is a mystery:  three persons but one God; three sides, like the three leaves 

of the clover leaf; three states of one element, like water, mist and ice. 

Some think of the Trinity as an isosceles triangle, with the Father on top….. a 

good Business model, and makes for an efficient army, with the general at the 

head of the hierarchy.  But there is no hierarchy within God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Might we alter the shape of the triangle, to make things more equal?  

An equilateral triangle would do the bit – except we still tend to talk to the 

top!  Traditionalists tend to address God as ‘Father’, evangelicals as ‘Jesus’ 

and charismatics speak to the Holy Spirit. 
  

 
 
 
 

 
But if we see the Trinity as a circle – no beginning or ending, no top or bottom, 

no right or left, God an existing and eternal relationship – then, Jesus can say, 

“I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”  This is the relationship we are 

invited to join. Some see it as joining a divine dance. Then, instead of searching 

for the way to reach God, we find that whenever we pray, we dwell in the 

heart of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Father 

Son Holy Spirit 



The question is, “Does it matter?” 
 

After all, the whole concept of the Trinity is just that – a human concept, an 

attempt to explain the inexplicable.  It was painfully constructed over long 

period time, by many voices, and involving many arguments and even deaths.  

All this, in an attempt by the new ‘believers’ to update the Jewish concept of 

God, in the light of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, and the 

evidence of the Holy Spirit working in his followers ever since. The importance 

of the Trinity is not that it is revealed truth, or even that it is biblical – but 

because it is for Christians our working model of the ‘community’ of God.  And, 

as such, its shape will surely influence (or reflect?) how we relate to one 

another in our own communities.   

 

We don’t have to look further for an example than the death of George Floyd 

at the hands of a police officer, while three other colleagues looked on. The 

protests that have spread to 75 American cities, and to Europe, have been 

supported by people of all colours and none.  This sort of racist violence is 

nothing new, it’s just the first time a video of the actual killing has been 

instantly sent around the world via social media, allowing no room for cover-

up. Even then it was only under pressure that the perpetrator was charged, 

followed, even later, by lesser charges for the other three officers.   

 

All this took place in a very Christian country. Indeed, President Trump himself 

made great play of having his photo taken clutching a Bible outside St John’s 

Church in Minneapolis in order to show solidarity with members of the Black 

community there.  It was a shame that the gesture was spoiled by the TV 

cameras filming the police, as they cleared Floyd’s real supporters with gas 

and tasers. It was yet another scene so much at odds with the President’s 

frequent promotion of himself as a Christian, that you cannot help but wonder 

what shape is his God – how does the Trinity look to him?   

 

Or, in a land overflowing with resources, what shape was the Trinity 

worshipped by the Founding Fathers who subjugated the Native Americans - 

or of those who followed, Christians who could not bring themselves to 

believe that people of colour were not inferior to the white race.   And many  

  



 

of those who stoked the fires of White Supremacy in North America had their 

origins in Britain – yes, in Scottish Presbyterianism, members of which handed 

on the metrical psalms to slaves on their plantations, and later were among 

founder members of the Klan.  Hypocrites?  They would not say so – for if 

society reflects the shape of the Trinity and that shape is a tall isosceles 

triangle with a dominant Father-figure at the top, then there will always be 

people at the bottom – about whom it will always be said, “this is where they 

belong.” In America it is Black people. In Africa it is woman and children.  

 

When Jesus stood on that mountain in Galilee commissioning his disciples to 

take his teaching to the world, God’s plan was that the world might be One. 

Although the word did not then exist, they were to go in the spirit of the 

‘Trinity’ – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    North and West, they were to go – 

through present-day Turkey, Greece, Italy, Spain – and through France, 

Germany to Great Britain…. East – as far as India, ….. and South, to Egypt, 

Ethiopia, South East along the Mediterranean Rim to Carthage. How many 

races is that? How many tribes, colours, languages?  

 

Trinity Sunday is celebrated one week after Pentecost…. a good time to reflect 

on the key components of that day in Jerusalem.  The disciples were united, 

‘gathered in one place’, and the effect of the Holy Spirit was to unite them 

with others from different backgrounds…. united in a Divine Dance, if you like 

– drawn into the heart of God, where they were able to understand one 

another.  This the model of the Trinity we should all aim for and base our 

communities on.  

 

Imagine life as one massive Highland Reel. Imagine individual dancers - 

sometimes weaving in and out, sometimes resting while one person takes to 

the centre for a while - but all moving to the same rhythm that keeps everyone 

in the circle, so there is no top or bottom, no right or left, for we are all God’s 

children, and we all equally belong.  How good would that be! 

 
 
  



 
Let us pray, 
 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

 you encircle every part of creation 

 with your Holy Being 

 and there is nothing and no-one outside your concern. 

And so. we pray to you today for our suffering world, 

 wracked, as it is, with conflict, poverty, and sickness 

 despite all the resources you have laid before us 

 and planted in us. 

Forgive us our confusion, whenever we claim 

 that our ambition to dominate is God-given 

 and help us to seek, and to find the ways and means 

 of living in harmony with one another,  

 and with the earth on which we live. 

 

We pray for people everywhere,  

 whose freedom is challenged by oppressive regimes, 

 thinking, among many others, of the people of Hong Kong.  

We pray for people everywhere 

 who are put down because of the colour of their skin,  

 or because they are different from those around them 

 in terms of wealth, or culture. 

We pray for your Church, that it may stay true to its mission 

 to bring good news to the poor, liberty to captives 

 and sight to the blind, wherever they may be. 

 

Lord, we pray for this church and parish,  

 that more people in Langbank 

 may come to know and love you, as we do. 

Be with those, who are gradually coming out of lockdown, 

 that they might find joy in reuniting with family and friends, 

 and guard those who are vulnerable. 

 

 



Grant peace of mind to any who fear the future 

 or who are uncertain of what their role in life might be. 

And, for ourselves, we ask for your blessing in our lives 

 as we seek to keep connecting and keep serving 

 in these difficult times. Amen  

 
 

As a fire is meant for burning 

with a bright and warming flame 

so the Church is meant for mission 

giving glory to God’s name. 

Preaching Christ and not our customs, 

let us build a bridge of care, 

joining hands across the nations, 

finding neighbours everywhere. 

 

We are learners, we are teachers; 

we are pilgrims on the way. 

We are seekers; we are givers; 

we are vessels made of cay. 

By our gentle, loving actions, 

we will show that Christ is light. 

In a humble, listening Spirit, 

we will live to God’s delight. 

 

As  a green bud in the springtime 

is a sign of life renewed, 

so may we be signs of oneness 

‘mid earth’s peoples, many hued. 

As a rainbow lights the heavens 

when a storm is past and gone, 

so may we reflect the radiance 

of God’s new and glorious dawn. 

 
 
  



BLESSING 
      

     God be the road on which you travel 

     Christ be the light by which you travel 

     Spirit be your inspiration as you travel 

     And may your journey begin, continue,  

      and end in them.  Amen 

      
 


