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This week links are included so you can listen to the hymns being sung, via YouTube. 

Click (or Ctrl Click) on the link, then in YouTube, click ‘Skip Ads’ and then click on the bottom left hand 

corner of the active screen. 

When it is finished, click   to prevent YouTube from automatically playing the next hymn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwUGpRG1rSI&list=RDuwUGpRG1rSI&index=1 
 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King!  

The heavens are not too high,  

his praise may thither fly,  

the earth is not too low,  

his praises there may grow.  

Let all the world in every corner sing,  

my God and King!  

 

Let all the world in every corner sing,  

my God and King!  

The church with psalms must shout,  

no door can keep them out;  

but, above all, the heart  

must bear the longest part.  

Let all the world in every corner sing,  

my God and King! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwUGpRG1rSI&list=RDuwUGpRG1rSI&index=1


Let us pray 
Thank you, Lord, 

as I open my eyes this morning 

that I can know 

the presence of Christ Jesus 

by my side. 

 

I may be alone, or even lonely, 

and my friends and family  

may be far away, 

but he is close. 

 

When I forget, 

or shut him out, 

forgive me, Lord, 

and help me today 

to be recognised  

as one of Jesus’ own… 

Help me to bless others 

in my corner of the world 

and to be a blessing to them 

in Christ’s Name. Amen 

 

 

READING  MATTHEW 10: 40-42 
 

Rewards 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 

the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 

will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 

the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name 

of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 



REFLECTION 

This passage takes me back to the first time I read ‘Kim’ by Rudyard Kipling.  The 

idea amazed me, that begging (an ‘evil necessity’) could morph into a ‘blessing’ by 

simply regarding it from a different perspective. It was good training for learning 

about the Kingdom of God.   

 

In the story, Kim is a British boy, born in Lahore at the time of the British Raj.  

Orphaned from early childhood, he lives on the streets, befriending those of every 

caste and religion and speaking all the languages. He is about thirteen when he first 

helps the old Tibetan, who believes that Kim has been sent to be his disciple 

on his journey of Enlightenment. Kim guides the Holy Man through many of the 

pitfalls of worldly life – but his most important job is to find him nourishing food 

and safe lodgings each night.   This is relatively easy because of the respect 

accorded to all Holy Men,  but also because the lama is not slow in producing his 

begging bowl when hunger calls.  You see, giving food, milk, or even water to a Holy 

Man – will bring merit or blessing, to the benefactor.  

 

Here, in our passage today, Jesus is suggesting that his disciples do likewise.  It ends 

a chapter where Jesus has given the twelve some practical advice on mission – 

where they’ve to go, and what they’ve to preach. To help, Jesus bestows on them 

his own gifts of healing – so they may be recognised as his disciples.  Unlike the 

lama, the twelve are to carry no money of their own, no bag in which to store food, 

and no change of clothes. They are to be entirely dependent on the resources 

invested in them by the one who sent them and the hospitality of those who 

recognise whom they represent (they are instructed to ignore any others). This 

particular passage tells us that when God calls individuals to serve him, he also 

equips them, and rewards those who help them on the way. 

 

It is a heartwarming message to all of us who go in God’s name, whatever the 

nature of the work we do. Yet, we do live in very different times.  Like Kim’s India, 

Jesus’ Palestine was a truly religious country.  That came with its own problems, as 

there were any number of healers travelling the highways, and any number of 

preachers claiming to be the Messiah. As we know, this led to conflict with the 



Jewish leadership which had its own ideas on the Messiah and was always trying to 

prove Jesus a charlatan.   

 

On the other hand, in religious eras there is a common acceptance of the ‘other’ – 

a shared belief that God has a hand in our lives.  In Kim’s world the devout of all 

religions were eager to give hospitality to any who went in the name of the Lord 

(whoever that Lord might be) and considered themselves blessed by doing so…. as 

though a little bit of God had rubbed off on them through the encounter.  The 

more worldly were more sceptical but usually hedged their bets on the side of 

generosity.  When the awareness of God is high in a society, then his blessings are 

more easily felt. 

 

We do not live in such a society.   Yet, despite distrust and disbelief in many 

quarters, there is still in Scottish Society a respect for the Church, and for those 

who work in God’s name.  There’s a willingness, for instance, to give financial 

assistance to church social projects offering nurture to the least, the lost, and the 

forgotten – the kind of people whom Jesus befriended all the time, and who often 

became his disciples, in turn.  

 

As one writer puts it…. 

“If we welcome Jesus, we welcome the least. When we speak of ‘welcoming Jesus 

into our lives’ we must also ask, ‘is there room for those we are prejudiced towards, 

those we are awkward with, those we fear?’ This is not a question about our 

personal belief. It is a kingdom statement that says we are living in a particular way 

in the world that goes beyond the comfortable circles we easily welcome, and finds 

us in the places the world fears to go….. Places where our own culture puts up 

barriers and where we will find ourselves receiving the kind of criticism that Jesus 

received from those who controlled that culture.” 

 

Have our churches become too much about what makes us comfortable? We really 

have to ask if this might be a reason why our churches are no longer full. Instead, 

our streets are regularly full of protesters on Summer Sundays and not all of them 

are part of Rent-a-Mob – the majority are often asking, in an indirect way, for a cup 

of cold water and a decent bed for the least of God’s children.  

 



Maybe in recognition of how the vulnerable can slip through the mesh of the parish 

system,  the Church of Scotland’s new Pioneer Ministers are each called to go to a 

particular place and pastor the people there, people who have long ago lost 

connection with any church.  They go as the twelve did – without pre-conceptions, 

without plans and without a church building. Their task is to bring the Kingdom of 

God closer and make disciples in that place.  It may be years before these ministries 

grow fruit but it is believed by many that they represent the grass roots of our 

future National Church.  It is where the need is greatest that God’s blessing is most 

keenly felt, and it is that experience of blessing in the face of fear, loneliness or 

anxiety, which leads us to the One who sends the messenger.    

 

The Coronavirus pandemic has affected some very little, and others a great deal. As 

the lockdown restrictions relax, some will bounce back, while others will face a 

different and difficult future coping with new health or financial problems, 

loneliness after loss, or anxiety about going out and about again.  If ever there was 

a time for us to be a ‘touching place’ it is now.  Think about this, as you listen to, or 

read through the words of this beautiful hymn – and ask yourself, “Can I be the face 

of Christ for someone who needs Him, and can be blessed by Him through me?”   

 

HYMN 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTIwZ3XNyEY&list=RDQTIwZ3XNyEY&index=1 

 

Christ’s is the world in which we move 

Christ’s are the folk we’re summoned to love; 

Christ’s is the voice which calls us to care, 

and Christ is the one who meets us here. 

To the lost, Christ shows his face 
to the unloved he gives his embrace 
to those who cry in pain or disgrace 
Christ makes with his friends a touching place. 
 

Feel for the people we most avoid – 

strange or bereaved or never employed. 

Feel for the women and feel for the men 

who fear that their living is all in vain. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTIwZ3XNyEY&list=RDQTIwZ3XNyEY&index=1


Feel for the parents who’ve lost their child, 

feel for the women whom men have defiled, 

feel for the baby for whom there’s no breast, 

and feel for the weary who find no rest. 

 

Feel for the lives by life confused, 

riddled with doubt, in loving abused; 

feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin, 

which longs to be pure, but fears to begin. 

 

 

Let us pray 

If you choose, Lord 

 you could wipe out the poverty in our land 
 

If you choose, Lord, 

 you could destroy all weapons 

 and institute a reign of peace 

 throughout the world. 
 

If you choose, Lord, 

 all these things and more – 

 could take place now. 
 

Lord, help us to remember 

 you have chosen to do all these things 

 through us. 
 

May people we pass or meet this week 

 be gifts to our souls. 

May those we love easily  

 strengthen our resolve 

 to love the difficult and awkward. 

May we receive love unexpectedly 

 and accept it gladly. 

 and may we keep the whole world 

 in our prayers this week. 

 



Heavenly Father, 

We ask your blessing now on the world in which we move 

 a gentle world of golden fields and trees and hedges 

 of every hue of green - and we praise you for its beauty. 

We ask your blessing on all who live here 

 and on their comings and goings as they 

 reunite with friends and family. 

We ask your special blessing  

 on any who have lost loved ones during lockdown,  

 and on those who have been ill. 

Bless all who care for someone else 

 and have been deprived of the additional support 

 of care workers or supporting family. 

Bless all those with children, 

 for whom this has been an exhausting time 

 juggling home schooling and their own jobs, 

 and bless those who live alone 

 and for whom this must have been a lonely time. 

 

We think quietly now of those we know 

 who need our prayers just now…. 

  

 

Loving God, as you touch our lives,  

 so might we touch the lives of others this week, 

 bringing your mercy, healing, and love 

And now, the blessing of God Almighty, 

 Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen  

 

 

 


