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For the beauty of the earth 
for the beauty of the skies 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies 
Christ, our God, to you we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise 
 

For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night 
hill and vale and tree and flower 
sun and moon and stars of light 
 

For the joy of ear and eye 
for the heart and mind’s delight 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight 
 

For the joy of human love 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above 
for all gentle thoughts and mild 

 

Abraham banishes Hagar and Ishmael 



For each perfect gift and sign 
of your love so freely given 
graces human and divine 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven 

 
 
PRAYER 

O God, we praise you for the beauty of this week 
   for the abundance of summer in full glory 
  for blossom giving way to fruit on every branch 
   still scenting the stillness with its fragrance. 
  and for days that hardly die, skies that never darken. 
 

We know this Paradise is marred by us, your willful children 
  - We call you ‘Holy’ – but do not bow  
  - We thank you for Jesus – but do not follow  
  - We talk of your Spirit – but do not listen  
     for we are self-absorbed. 
And in our foolishness, our conceit, 
  we are proud, not humble, selfish, not loving, 
  and deaf to the inspiration that can transform our lives. 
 

Forgive us, Father, for our egos,  
  the awful I and ME that block You out, and close us in. 
 

And then, it is not long before we miss your presence, 
  for we need your kindness, and your strength, 
  and long to feel your love within us. 
And so we pray,  
  as the blossom soon will fall to earth 
  to reveal new fruit beneath, 
so may your Word fall gently on our hearts today 
  renewing our will to love and serve you better. Amen 
 

 
 

READING Genesis 21: 1-21 
 

The Birth of Isaac 

Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah 

what he had promised.  Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in 

his old age, at the very time God had promised him.  Abraham gave the name 



Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.  When his son Isaac was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.  Abraham was a hundred 

years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this 

will laugh with me.”  And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that 

Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away 

The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham 

held a great feast.  But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had 

borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave 

woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheritance 

with my son Isaac.” 

The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son.  But God 

said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. 

Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your 

offspring[ will be reckoned.  I will make the son of the slave into a nation also, 

because he is your offspring.” 

Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave 

them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. 

She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the 

bushes.  Then she went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she thought, 

“I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, she[c] began to sob. 

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from 

heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has 

heard the boy crying as he lies there.  Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, 

for I will make him into a great nation.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+21%3A+1-21&version=NIV&interface=print#fen-NIV-530c


Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So, she went and filled 

the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an 

archer.  While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for 

him from Egypt. 

 
 

REFLECTION 
 
On Father’s Day it is a happy coincidence that our Reading celebrates the birth of 

Isaac.  Last week, we heard that Sarah was way past child-bearing age when God 

told her she would become a mother.  Then, Sarah had laughed ironically, but 

today she is laughing for joy.  Isaac is truly a gift from God to Abraham and Sarah in 

their old age and their happiness is complete. But life is never perfect for long.   
 

You see, there’s a back-story here.  Some years before, Sarah’s impatience at her 

childlessness had driven her to suggest her husband marry her servant girl, Hagar, 

in order to produce an heir for the family.  Surrogacy comes with risks – and when 

Ishmael was born, Hagar had lorded her new status over Sarah to an unbearable 

extent, and had been temporarily banished.  Now, with her own baby, Isaac, in her 

arms Sarah’s thoughts turned to his future and found Ishmael’s position as 

Abraham’s eldest son and heir untenable – and so, she conspired to banish him 

and his mother for good.  
 

Abraham and his sons, Isaac and Jacob are known as the Patriarchs. The word 

means ‘Father of the Family’ – in this case, God’s chosen Family…. those who were 

to receive the divine promise in return for their faithfulness to Him.   The Patriarchs 

are models for us as characters who grow in faith as they fall in step with God’s 

purpose for them - but they are hardly models of Fatherhood in any 21st century 

way!  These are not perfect people by a long chalk.  They make mistakes, and their 

mistakes come back to haunt them.  They are students in the University of Life, 

learning as they go.  All powerful as Heads of their Family in each generation, they 

are seldom a match for the wiles of their spouses, the matriarchs.  And this, 

possibly, adds a touch of reality to the stories of the Patriarchs.  They share many 

of the basic joys and worries of fathers and mothers in any time, in any place.  For 



what is Fatherhood (or Motherhood) but a journey through a brand-new world, at 

whatever stage you or your family may currently be. 
 

Today’s picture gives an indication of the times of this story, nearly four thousand 

years ago.  Abraham and Sarah lead a nomadic life perhaps trading salt, potash, 

wine and olives from Canaan and bringing back cotton and linen from Egypt.  After 

the birth of Isaac, they seem to settle in Beersheba, where, in the future, Abraham 

and Isaac will dig seven wells – allowing the family to flourish.  
 

But right now they are in crisis.  God has upheld Sarah’s request to banish Hagar 

and Ishmael and all that Abraham can do is give them food and water for their 

journey.  Family break-ups are heartbreaking, sometimes especially for the one 

who must deliver the judgement.  Fortunately, when all seems lost for Hagar and 

Ishmael, there is another ‘Father’, who nurtures Ishmael until he is grown up. 

Ishmael is treasured – it’s just that God has other plans for him. 
 

Despite the four centuries that separate this story from today some things don’t 

change.  Most of us have close contact with a family where one or both parents are 

divorced, and real problems emerge as the children grow up, regarding the 

inequalities of inheritance between step-siblings.  Even in straightforward families 

there may only be room for one child to inherit the business, the farm - or the title 

in the case of Prince William and Prince Harry.   What is acceptable to two brothers 

as single men may not be acceptable to a wife, who holds in her arms her first-born 

and wonders why he must be second.   
 

Family life is challenging and parents at times need the wisdom of Solomon. But 

this is where we all start – where we learn the resilience that will carry us through 

our lives in the outside world. One of the most important calls of our lifetime is to 

marriage and parenthood, and, once embarked on, it lasts a lifetime. What an 

amazing relief to have a Father in heaven who knows and understands.  
 

In this passage, Abraham may be ‘Father of the Nation’ but God is guiding, 

tweaking here and there, causing temporary grief – to what purpose?  To build a 

human family who will help him build a better world for all people. To this end, 

God gave us his own son.  Self-sacrifice is what raises Fatherhood to the calling that 

it is – and why we celebrate Fathers today. 

 
 



PRAYER FOR FATHERS DAY 

Loving God, 

You know the joy of fatherhood and also the pain, 

 for you witnessed the life and death of your Son, 

 and you see each day  

 the triumphs and tragedies  

 of us, your children. 
 

You know the joy and pain of fatherhood 

 and so now we pray for fathers everywhere. 

Help them to appreciate both the privilege 

 and the responsibility they bear, 

 and teach them to give freely of themselves 

 so that they may discover the joy, the fulfilment,  

 and the rewards that fatherhood brings. 
 

Give to fathers everywhere  

 wisdom, patience and dedication 

 and give them strength to persevere 

 when children bring tears as well as laughter, 

 pain as well as pleasure. 

Reach out to all fathers who question their ability to cope 

 or who fear they have failed, 

 those striving to offer support 

 or who feel they have nothing left to give. 
 

Hear our prayer for any  

 who feel pain on this Father’s Day… 

 those whose fathers have died, 

 those orphaned as children, 

 those who have been rejected or abused 

 and those who barely see or know their fathers. 

Father God, reach out to them in love. 
 

  



And now, heavenly Father,  

 we hold in our minds those we know and love 

 who need our prayers today – and ask your blessing on them. 
 

Be with those who are ill, or scared or lonely. 

Be with those who mourn, and with those who worry. 

And bring your healing to the hearts of those who call out to you. 

For ourselves, we pray for strength for today 

 and bright hope for all our tomorrows. Amen. 

 
 
 
HYMN 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 
Lord for that word, the Word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise. 
 
Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care, 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, for the world; when we disown and doubt him 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us, 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 
past put behind us, for the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
 
 



 
THE GRACE 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 


