
 
LANGBANK CHURCH - Sunday 14 June 2020 

 
Today, we go back to the Book of Genesis 

to reflect on how the Call of Abram 
may speak to our times.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Journey of 1000 miles begins with a single step……. 

 

One more step along the world I go 

one more step along the world I go; 

from the old things to the new 

keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 
 

Round the corners of the world I turn, 

more and more about the world I learn; 

all the new things that I see 

You’ll be looking at along with me: 
 

As I travel through the bad and good 

keep me travelling the way I should; 

where I see no way to go 

you’ll be telling me the way, I know: 
 

Give me courage when the world is rough 

Keep me loving though the world is tough; 

leap and sing in all I do 

keep me travelling along with you: 
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You are older than the world can be 

you are younger than the life in me; 

ever old and ever new 

keep me travelling along with you. 

 
 

Let us pray, 
 

Loving God 
We come to this service  
 at different times and from different places 
but we come as one people,  
 your Church here in Langbank. 
 

We come to remember 
 all that you are and all you have done – 
to remember the love with which you surround us 
 and the purpose you have for our lives. 
 

We come to offer you our praise 
 and to commit ourselves to your service. 
We come to give thanks, 
 to respond to your goodness 
 and to offer our love in return. 
 

We come to confess – 
 to admit our faults and failings, 
 and ask your forgiveness… 
to recognize our weakness 
 and to ask for your help. 
 

We come to pray for ourselves, 
 to seek your guidance 
and to find the strength we need 
 to live as your people. 
 

We come to pray for others, 
 for our loved ones 
 and for our world 
 with all its suffering. 
 

We come to pray for the church 
 that we may hold the Christ-light high 
 wherever people live in darkness. 



We come to worship you, 
 knowing that you hold all things 
 and all people in your hands. 
Reach out to us  
 as we reach out to you 
and fill every moment of every day 
 with the peace of your presence. 
These things we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 
READINGS:  Genesis 12: 1-9 
   Genesis 18: 1-15 
   Genesis 21: 1-7 
 

The call of Abram 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

 ‘I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing.  
 I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you. 

So, Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from 

Harran.  He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions 

they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, 

and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

Abram travelled through the land as far as the site of the great tree 

of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the 

land.  The LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your offspring I 

will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. 

From there he went on towards the hills east of Bethel and pitched 

his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built 

an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. Then 

Abram set out and continued towards the Negev. 



 

The Three Visitors 

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of 

Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat 

of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 

nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his 

tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 

He said, “If I have found favour in your eyes, my lord, do not pass 

your servant by. Let a little water be brought, and then you may all 

wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get you something 

to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that 

you have come to your servant.” 

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 

 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get 

three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave 

it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then brought some 

curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these 

before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 

 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 

“There, in the tent,” he said. 

 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time 

next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was 

behind him.  Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah 

was past the age of childbearing.  So Sarah laughed to herself as 

she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now 

have this pleasure?” 

 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, 

‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’  Is anything too hard 

for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next 

year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 

But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

 



 

The Birth of Isaac 

21 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and 

the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised.  Sarah became 

pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very 

time God had promised him.  Abraham gave the name Isaac to the 

son Sarah bore him.  When his son Isaac was eight days old, 

Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.  Abraham was 

a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who 

hears about this will laugh with me.” And she added, “Who would 

have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have 

borne him a son in his old age.” 

 

 

REFLECTION 

Attitudes change with the times. Since the first IVF baby was born in 1978 our 

attitude to barrenness has changed beyond measure - no longer regarded as 

‘God’s will’, because very often there now is something we can do about it. It has 

also brought a very private matter out into the open, and we now know of the 

sacrifices made by those who go through treatment, and can share the pain of 

those for whom IVF is unobtainable or unsuccessful.  
 

Barrenness in bible times carried the added disadvantage of what might be called 

a lack of ‘social security’.  In agrarian communities family is all, providing labour, 

nurture, companionship, financial security and a place in the world…. and children 

are the only gateway to the future.  That is why ‘barrenness’ is used by biblical 

writers as a metaphor for a society without hope for the future.  In these cases, 

what is needed is a fresh start – and often, God steps in and alters the direction of 

history by helping with the conception of a child.   
 

In the very beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and the biblical 

story of these first human families is told in the first eleven chapters of Genesis.  

Humans like to go their own way and invariably over-reach and at various points 

God has to intervene. Adam and Eve are expelled from the Garden, a flood 

‘cleanses’ the earth, and finally the plan to build a city with a tower that reaches 



to heaven is nipped in the bud, when God confuses the language of these too-

clever-for-their-own-good humans, and scatters them ‘over the face of the whole 

earth.’  It is time for a fresh start.  
 

This time, more experienced in the foibles of human beings, God chooses 

carefully.  He calls one man, Abram, and makes him a promise that ensures his 

future and that of his wife, Sarai, a middle aged childless couple. He will give them 

a son - and land - and, in time, their extended family will become a nation. God’s 

purpose in all this is to use this particular man and his wife and children to bless 

the whole world.  Abram’s response is to set out in a new direction - it is a journey 

of faith from which he will not look back - a new beginning.   
 

It then took thirty-one biblical years for the baby to arrive.  Actually, that rings 

true because the thing about new beginnings is that we don’t often recognize 

them until they are well underway…. util they begin to affect us!  The ‘Computer 

Age’ is a good example.  Computers were in use during the Second World War – 

yet it took another thirty years before they came into the home and filled our 

rooms with cables. Now, they manage everything from our bank accounts to our 

heating systems, to our communication with others during lockdown – and yet 

many would give them a fairly low rating in terms of ‘What’s Important to ME.’   
 

During this last week something has come to a head in our society that highlights 

a new beginning in our history….. not a new issue, but the start of a new chapter 

in the development of our societies..  The trigger was the recent killing, at the 

hands of a police officer, of George Floyd in Minneapolis three weeks ago, 

sparking protest marches across the world.  We have been reminded how often 

this scenario has played out in the past – of how often a new beginning in race 

relations has been prayed for, in Britain and other European countries, as well as 

in the USA.  What’s different this time is the active involvement of so many white 

supporters to the cause.  This week, the argument has expanded to include public 

statues honouring famous figures from our colonial past.  Following the toppling 

of the statue to Lord Coulston, who helped make Bristol great on the backs of 

slaves, there has been a question mark over the acceptability of the statue 

erected in memory Lord Melville in Edinburgh, for holding up the abolition of 

slavery for 15 years.  There has also been a call to rename some of our Glasgow 

Streets: Ingram Street, Cochrane Street, Buchanan Street – all named after 



tobacco lords, who made Glasgow the ‘Second City of Empire’, in part through the 

forced labour of African Slaves. Will Greenock be the next target? Lots of wealth 

made in that town from the sugar trade with the plantations in the West Indies.  
 

The journey to abolish slavery was long and arduous and only achieved by the 

determination of William Wilberforce and his friends.  Officially, it was a new 

beginning but one that never reached the hearts and minds of many …. and this 

week we are confronted once more by our history.  It’s thirty years since it was 

announced that we were a multicultural society, yet our public spaces do not 

reflect this.  Some say it is time to catch up with reality and carefully place the 

relics of that era to a museum where we can see and study the ups and downs of 

our colonial past - and otherwise move on….make a fresh start in this new 

decade, in a millennium that has its own, different, challenges to face. 
 

Or, would this just be ‘sweeping the matter under the carpet’ as many say it 

would – and denying the black population their painful place in our history.  

Maybe it would be better to educate – in schools and by way of plaques on the 

monuments themselves – as to the cost borne by others of our years of success – 

enterprising years for the Clyde, of which we are all proud.  Only then, will all 

generations make the connection between our years of success and the lasting 

degradation of so many. 
 

If God has in mind a new chapter in the history of the world, the Bible suggests 

that he will first take the task to his faithful people – to us.  And, if he does, how 

will we respond?  Do we still believe his promise that he is with us always?  Do we 

believe he has the power to do the impossible - to bring new life into barren 

places and situations – to change the direction of history with a call?  If so, then 

consider that he needs people like us to bring his plan to fruition.  Attitudes take 

longest of all to change, where we see no direct benefit to ourselves.  But that is 

always the first step of discipleship. And then, as Abram found, you learn the rest 

on the journey – as our hymn reveals…. 

 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 



Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 
 
  Let us pray, 
 

Loving God 
We pray for the weak and vulnerable in our world 
those who feel powerless 
in the face of the massive problems that confront them. 
 
We pray for the poor, 
the hungry 
the sick and needy 
and the dying. 
 
We pray for the oppressed, 
the exploited, 
thee abused 
and the tortured 



We pray for the frightened, 
the lonely 
the hurt, 
the depressed. 
 
We pray for the unemployed 
and the homeless 
and for any who fear the future. 
 
We pray for those we love the best 
and commit their care into your hands. 
 
 
Bless them, and us, this summer… 
and the love of God, 
the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all. Amen.     

 


