
LANGBANK CHURCH – 3 May 2020 
Service for the 4th Sunday of Easter – Jesus the Good Shepherd 

 

 
 
 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
 

My soul He doth restore again; 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
Even for His own Name’s sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me; and Thy rod 
And staff my comfort still. 
 

My table Thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 
And my cup overflows. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 
And in God’s house forevermore 
My dwelling place shall be. 



Let us pray, 
  

Loving God 
We praise you for this wonderful season of Spring 
 when life is bursting forth around us 
 and our world takes on new colour, and vigour. 
We praise you for the new life we have in Jesus  
 as we slowly take in the impact of his resurrection 
 and the truth that he is always with us, in Spirit. 
We praise you that he is Christ the Lord – 
 but also that he is our Good Shepherd, 
 and that our welfare is his concern. 
We praise you that he guards our going out  
 and our coming in… 
that he knows our worries, and our pain 
 and that there is nothing so great or so small 
 as to be beyond his care. 
We thank you, that at this time we have such a guide, 
 and only ask that we have the grace to follow where he leads. 
If we grow weary of lockdown, help us to stay strong, 
 strong in our faith – strong for those around us 
 and for those who love us.   
We ask these things in Jesus’ name, 
who is our Lord and Saviour, Amen 

 
 
READING John 10:1-10  

Jesus the Good Shepherd 

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 

gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  The one who 

enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 

the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes 

ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 

voice.  They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 

they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech 

with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 



 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 

did not listen to them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. 

 

REFLECTION 

We stood on the cliffs and watched as the mother birds swooped in from the sea 

with mouthfuls of fish.  There, below us were thousands, probably tens of 

thousands, of young birds, all waiting eagerly, all screaming their peculiar cry.  

They were jostling and pushing, falling over and scrambling about.  Somehow, 

unerringly the mothers picked of the single voice of their own chick from the 

teeming, noisy crowd.  It seemed like a miracle.  Yet, it’s also true that, in a melee, 

we will recognize our own children’s voices coming through, such are the God-

given tools we have to protect our own. 
 

To this day, in the Middle East, a shepherd will go into a crowded sheepfold and 

call out his own sheep one by one, by naming them.  They will recognize his voice 

and come to him.  The shepherd, after all, spends most hours of most days in 

their company.  He knows their individual characters, markings, likes and dislikes. 

And they know him.  They know his voice.    Someone else can come to the 

sheepfold and they won’t go near him, even if he calls the right names.  They are 

listening for the one voice that matters, the voice they trust.  When they hear it, 

they won’t need a sheepdog to keep them in order.  He won’t walk behind them, 

driving them on.  He will walk ahead, calling them, and they will follow him. 
 

In our Bibles this passage begins what we call ‘Chapter 10’, but at the time the 

book was written there weren’t any divisions into chapters and verses, so we 

should read the passage remembering what has just been going on.  The question 

that dominated chapter 9, where Jesus healed a man born blind, was where 

Jesus’ authority came from: was it from God?..... or was he a so-called ‘false 

prophet’.?  Now here, in what we call chapter 10, we have a parable about 

shepherds and sheep.  What’s the connection? 

 



The answer is that in the Bible the picture of the shepherd with his sheep is 

frequently used to refer to the king and his people.  Nowadays we don’t think of 

rulers and leaders in quite that way. Our leaders are the men and women elected 

to political office, or running big companies or organisations. Often such people 

are quite removed from most of those who work in the organisation.  They 

seldom see them face to face and probably don’t know the names of very many.  

This has come to light recently in the daily reporting of the number of deaths by 

coronavirus, when families and friends of victims to the virus became very upset 

at the thought of their loved ones being regarded as ‘just another statistic’.  Of 

course, the officials on the stand were seeking to convey clarity in brevity and 

were by no means unsympathetic at heart – yet it is also true that they had never 

personally known the men and women who had died, let alone been involved in 

their suffering.  Following a wave of emotional complaints about the impersonal 

manner of reporting, the officials began to soften their style to acknowledge the 

pain surrounding the passing of each and every person who had died.  Even 

today, we hanker after a world where we are known by those lead us, and where 

there is a real connection between shepherd and sheep. 
 

This week, the Rt Rev Francis-Dehqani, Bishop Loughborough commented on the  

issue of leadership in her ‘Thought for the Day’ on Radio 4. 

One of the characteristics of contemporary life in Western countries 
these days is a lack of trust for authority, or at least of those who have 
authority because of the position they hold or the people they 
represent.  The suspicion of authority is also coming about because 
those in power have often abused their status and distorted the true 
sense of what it means to have authority. And this suspicion is fuelled, 
when those under authority feel they aren’t listened to, when their 
voices aren’t heard. 

 

She reminded us that the word ‘authority’ comes from the Latin word ‘augere’, 
‘to grow’. Authority, whether parental, professional, civil or religious should be 
used to help others grow.  Essentially, it is all about those whom it serves, not all 
about those who yield it.  We catch a glimpse of this true meaning of authority in 
the lives of those health workers, more than 100 doctors, carers and nurses, who, 
while providing care for others were struck down by the virus themselves, paying 
the ultimate price for carrying out their responsibilities and exercising their 
authority.   
 



Christians, celebrating Jesus’ resurrection, remember Christ’s triumph and 
authority, even over death, authority conferred on him ‘from above’  But we must 
also remember that this Jesus was the same Jesus who spent his life displaying 
authority through serving others, healing the sick, challenging the powerful, 
taking seriously those whom the rest of society pushed to the margins – women 
and children, the sick, the poor, those with disabilities, and so on.   
 

Just a few days before his death, Jesus knelt before his disciples to wash their 
feet, demonstrating, quite literally, ‘authority from below’ that is, authority from 
a place of service and humility, a desire to see others flourish.  And, in allowing 
their feet to be washed by Jesus, each disciple was aligning himself to Jesus’ 
message that God’s Kingdom is a place where the weak and marginalized take 
centre stage, where all those in authority must seek to put others first.  Any 
Government, any organisation that loses sight of this message ceases to exercise 
authority in any meaningful sense. Interestingly, we are seeing that just now in 
our own society, as vox pop clearly calls for equal protection for NHS and Social 
Care employees – and by calling for a stop to ‘end of life conversations’ with the 
over 70s, which rightly or wrongly suggested that this group were somehow 
expendable. On the other hand, we have also heard of umpteen Good Shepherds, 
over the last two months, whose commitment to helping the cause has been 
above and beyond – and it would be surprising if many of them did not assume 
leadership roles in the future.   
 

But Jesus is not only the Good Shepherd, he is also the Gate to the Sheepfold.  

Middle Eastern sheepfolds were simply low, stone circles on the hillside, with a 

gap for the sheep to go out and in.   There is no gate – instead, the shepherd 

closes the gap with his body, and thus becomes a human shield.  In identifying 

himself as ‘The Gate’ Jesus offers himself as the way in to the safety of the fold.  

To all who trust him and are prepared to follow him, he will guard our lives, just 

as the Psalmist says… 

The LORD is your keeper; 

   the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 

 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

             he will keep your life. 

   The LORD will keep 

           your going out and your coming in 

      from this time on and for evermore. Amen 



  

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND FOR OURSELVES 
  

Let us pray 

Lord, in a world where many search 

 for the protection you offer, 

 for a shepherd to welcome them in 

 and to sit by their side, 

 we bring our prayers for others. 

We pray for those who wonder 

 where their next meal will come from, 

 and pray for those who live in poverty. 

We pray for those who wonder 

 when and if the guns will ever cease 

 and we pray for an end to fighting 

 and for the courageous role of peacekeepers. 

We pray for those who wonder 

 when they might see their family again, 

 and we pray for those working to reunite refugee families. 

We pray for those who wonder 

 when they might be able to fully support their family, 

 and we pray for wages that are fair. 

We pray for those who live in fear at home 

 and wonder where their help might come from, 

 and we pray for individuals and communities 

 that mirror your love and care. 

Lord, for all who look for a shepherd to lead them 

 we pray for your presence to be known. 

 

Lord Jesus, we ask your blessing on any who are ill 

 or recovering from illness  

 and on all who are bereaved… 

We think, too, of those who have lost jobs 

 and businesses through the pandemic 

 and all who worry about the future. 



Grant that they might gain comfort and strength 

 from your presence, and from the strength 

 you give to those who seek to help them. 

We pray for those who are so often in our thoughts just now 

 those we love dearly, but rarely see because of isolation. 

Keep their going out and their coming in 

 and bless them, as we think of them now, before you. 

 

And, for ourselves we pray for health and humour 

 patience and humility,  

 and the love of Christ in our hearts this week, Amen 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace. 

Amen 

 


