
LANGBANK CHURCH – 19 April 2020  
 Service for the Second Sunday after Easter 

 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

sing to God a hymn of praise: 
he who on the Cross a victim 
for the world’s salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 

now is risen from the dead. 
 

Christ is risen, Christ the firstfruits 
of the holy harvest field, 

which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 

then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 

 

Christ is risen, we are risen; 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 

rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 

so that we, with hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be, 

and by angel hands be gathered, 
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glory be to God on high: 
Alleluia! to the Saviour, 

who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia! to the Spirit, 

fount of love and sanctity: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

to the blessed Trinity! 
  



 
 

READING:  John 20:19-31  
 

 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and  

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,  

‘Peace be with you.’   

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again,  

‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’   

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,  

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

 

Jesus and Thomas 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him,  

‘We have seen the Lord.’  

But he said to them,  

‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then he said to Thomas, 

‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and  

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’   

’Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him,  

‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those  

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 



 

The Purpose of This Book 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,  

which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that  

you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  

and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 
REFLECTION 
Remember the opening verse of John’s Gospel, read on Christmas Eve?  

“In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God .” 

Now, at Easter we have reached the end (it’s thought that the Book did originally end 

here).  And, in John’s last sentence, we learn that the purpose of every single thing he  

wrote about Jesus was to help us to believe who Jesus is - that we might share in the 

abundance of life that this belief brings.  
 

Looking back at the various stories we read during Lent: Jesus & Nicodemus, Jesus & 

the Samaritan woman, Jesus & the man born blind, Jesus & Lazarus, we see a pattern.  

On encountering Jesus, these people believe they experience the divine - and it gives 

them their lives back. 
 

On Easter morning, both Peter and the beloved disciple ‘see’ the empty linen 

wrappings and believe.  Mary Magdalene sees ‘The Lord’ at the tomb and believes. 

Now, later that day, the other Disciples ‘see’ Jesus in the upper room and believe – all 

except for Thomas.  Thomas is absent on Easter day, and must ‘see’ the risen Jesus for 

himself and even touch the wound in his side before believing it really is Jesus. Thomas 

is slow to believe, but his testimony is well worth the wait. “My Lord and my God”, he 

exclaims – ‘Jesus is Lord, Jesus is God, the Word made flesh!’  And now that someone 

has really ‘got it’, John can close his Book, objective reached! 
   

It is no co-incidence that here, on the first day of the New Creation (Paul’s term), there 

are recollections of the original Creation.  You may remember from last week, that 

Mary suddenly looked round and saw a man she took to be the Gardener.  You see, the 

Gardener in the first Garden was the first human being, Adam…. now, the Gardener is 

the first human being in the New creation, the risen Lord is the ‘New Adam’.  
 

Then, in Genesis, we were told that the first people (Adam & Eve) “heard the sound of 

the Lord God walking in the Garden at the time of the evening breeze” .  Now, we are 



told on the first evening of the New Creation, that the first people were gathered, and 

‘The Lord breathed on them. In both the Hebrew and the Greek languages, the word is 

used for ‘wind’, ‘breath’ and ‘Spirit.   

This means that the Spirit that was present at the Creation, and who breathed life into 

Adam is present here, breathing life into all who believe that Jesus is Lord of the New 

Creation.  It is the Gift of the Holy Spirit, which will empower the Disciples to go to 

those who must believe without seeing, that they, too may live fully.  That means us. 

 

 

There’s a detail in this story that caught my attention this year.  We are told twice that 

the Disciples were shut behind locked doors…. fugitives from the resurrection, if you 

like.  They knew that the Jews would accuse them of stealing Jesus’ body, and they 

were scared.  They were also grieving for their friend, confused at what appeared to 

have happened, and anxious for the future.  It struck me that there is a parallel here 

with the situation so many of us find ourselves in at present, living with lockdown….. 
 

Scared – of the brand new situation we find ourselves in, as fugitives from Covid-19.  
 

Grieving – is what thousands are doing just now, after the loss of someone dear to 

them.  Others grieve for the loss of their old life… work, sport, the companionship of 

friends, neighbours and colleagues, a day at the coast, a browse in B & Q or a trip to 

the pub or garden centre, freedom.  Others, in busy households grieve for the loss of 

space and time alone to think.  
 

Confused – is what we probably all are regarding some aspects of Coronavirus, 

despite the excellent attempts by both Governments to keep us informed. We hear 

differing reports about the efficacy of masks, PPE, ventilators, testing – different rules 

for NHS staff and Carers in the private sector, and different ways of presenting figures.  

As new evidence emerges, or when people complain hard enough, the rules change.  
 

Anxious – is what many people are just now…. anxious about their own health, 

worried sick about loved ones in hospital or care homes. Anxious about jobs, about 

money to buy food and pay for rent and heating… anxious for the future as the 

economists wring their hands.  Will my firm survive? Will my savings? While most are 

managing, more are phoning Helplines, and domestic abuse has risen.  

 

 

Just over 2000 years ago, Into the Disciples’ paralysis, Jesus comes with the greeting, 

‘Peace be with you’.  The word he uses is ‘Shalom’ – bestowing physical and spiritual 



wholeness on his friends.  The peace of Christ is ‘beyond understanding’ (Paul’s words) 

because the Holy Spirit breathes life into our grief, confusion and anxiety.  It is often 

when our own resources run out that the Holy Spirit finds the space to breathe new 

life into us.  This ‘saying’ from the internet says much the same in a modern idiom: 
 

Ego says 

“once everything falls into place 
I will find peace” 

 
Spirit says: 

“find peace and everything 
will fall into place” 

 

Jesus’ death and resurrection was a catalyst for change, as we will see over the next 

weeks. There was the old life before the resurrection, where the Disciples followed 

Jesus to Jerusalem.  And then, energized by the Holy Spirit, there was their new life as 

Apostles, taking each of them in new directions, as they carried out their commission.  

If Covid-19 is indeed a catalyst for change, then we are similarly challenged to find new 

ways of carrying out the same commission - to bring life to others, where they are 

scared, grieving, confused, or anxious.  Yet, we cannot bring peace to others, unless we 

know peace ourselves.  And so we pray – through the words of this lovely hymn – for 

the peace that the Holy Spirit brings ….. 

 

Spirit of God, come dwell within me. 
Open my heart, Oh, come set me free. 

Fil me with love for Jesus, my Lord, 
come, fill me with living water. 

Jesus is living, Jesus is here. 
Jesus, my Lord, come closer to me: 
Jesus, our Saviour, dying for me, 

and rising to save his people. 
 

Lord, how I thirst, my Lord, I am weak. 
Lord, come to me, you alone do I seek. 
Lord, you are life, and love, and hope, 

come, fill me with living water. 
 

Lord, I am blind, my Lord, I can’t see. 
Stretch out your hand, bring comfort to me. 

Lead me your way in light and in truth, 
come, fill me with living water. 



 Let us pray, 
 

God, you weep when we place you back in the tomb 

 safely out of reach, out of harm’s way. 

You weep when we carefully wrap those bindings 

 back around your broken body. 

You weep because you know that resurrection 

 is not a once a year occurrence 

  but is happening all around. 

Every day you are breathing New Life  into our communities 

 and so we thank you for all the good energy 

 that has been released into our society in the last two months. 

We praise you for the way so many doctors, nurses and carers 

 and so many retired health care workers and therapists 

 have answered the call to nurse the very sick and dying. 

We praise you for the generosity of spirit of volunteers, 

 and entrepreneurs alike, in giving their time and expertise 

 to help others live. 

We praise you for the spirit of Captain Tom, and for the generosity of all  

 who responded to his fund-raising campaign this week, 

 and we thank you for the attempts of our media presenters 

 to inform and connect us during these long days.  

 

But even as we thank you,  

 we ask you to look kindly on us all.   

And, so today, Loving God,  

 we pray first for ourselves, as your Church,  

 that we may use the energy of this season 

 to spread your love to the world around us. 

We pray for the people of Langbank, 

  and for the peace and wellbeing of this community  

  may come to know your Love some day 



   

We pray for the vulnerable in our country 

  those with long-term illness, and the newly sick. 

We pray, too, for those with mental health problems, 

 for whom lockdown adds an unbearable burden. 

We pray for children and their parents,  

 that, even in lockdown, their minds may be free 

 and their hearts at peace. 

  

Lord Jesus, 

Be with all who grieve just now 

Wrap them in your love 

 and the knowledge that this, too, will pass. 
   

And, for all who care day and night for loved ones 

- parents of the very young, 

 and children of the frail…. 

give energy, patience and humour 

 and the confidence of knowing that they 

 build your kingdom in a very special way. 
 

We think of any we know and love 

 who are in need of prayer today 

 and hold them before you now. 

And for ourselves,  

we pray that your Holy Spirit 

may touch our hearts this week 

and give us peace. 

 

  



 

BLESSING 

       God be with us every day 

       Jesus, join us in our play 

       Holy Spirit be our friend 

       now and evermore. Amen 

 


