
LANGBANK CHURCH - Sunday 10 May 2020 

Today, our prayers have been written by the Christian Aid Worship Group  
for the United Kingdom and Ireland* 

 
 

Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

God of all the Earth, 
 be present with us now, 
 in each of our homes, 
 as we connect together. 
Build us into a spiritual house 
 a holy priesthood 
 offering spiritual sacrifices 
 acceptable to you……. 
and serving the world by following 
 your Son, our Lord, who is the Way, 
 the Truth and the Life.  Amen 

  

HYMN  

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive; 
built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

 



 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions 
All are welcome, all are welcome. 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
her as one we claim the faith of Jesus, 
All are welcome….. 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat, 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus 
is revealed in time and space, 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us, 
All are welcome…. 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger, 
All are welcome…… 
 
Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and love and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter, 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
 
 



READING John 14: 1-11 

Jesus Comforts His Disciples 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe 

also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not 

so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place 

for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

Jesus the Way to the Father 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 

so how can we know the way?” 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father except through me.  If you really know me, 

you will know my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him 

and have seen him.” 

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 

us.” 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have 

been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?  

The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 

Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 

 
 
  



REFLECTION 

This is one of the most beautiful and meaningful passages in The Bible.  It is also one of 

the best known, as it is so often read at funeral services, where it brings immeasurable 

comfort to us to know that our loved ones are with God.   
 

Jesus speaks the words shortly after Judas Iscariot has slipped out to betray him, and he 

knows that time with his disciples is short. The passage forms part of John’s ‘Farewell 

Discourse’ which extends throughout chapters 13-17.   
 

Jesus’ disciples have followed him a long way for a long time and are anxious about 

where he is going and whether they will be able to go on following him.…  so, he speaks 

of his ‘father’s house’. The only other time he has used the expression was with 

reference to the Temple. The point about the Temple within the life of the people of 

Israel was that it was the place where heaven and earth met.  Now, Jesus hints at a new 

city, a new world, a new ‘house’.  Heaven and earth will meet again when God renews 

the whole world.  At that time there will be room for everyone. 
 

The promise is made as a way of assuring the disciples that, although he is going away, it 

will be for their benefit.  But it reaches out beyond the disciples in that upper room, to 

embrace us all.  There are times in our life, especially in times of illness or bereavement, 

when we can’t see the way ahead, and we need to know not only that there is indeed a 

way into the unknown future, but that we will be able to find it. 
 

Thomas is characteristically down to earth.  

“What do you mean, we know the way?” he says,  

“We don’t even know where you’re going!” 
 

Jesus’ reply has haunted and confronted the world’s imagination ever since. 

“I am the way…..” 
 

Within the Western world of the last two centuries or so, this saying of Jesus has 

become one of the most controversial. I am the way, the truth and the life – indeed! 

Isn’t this the height of arrogance to imagine that Jesus, or anyone else, was the only 

way? And don’t we now know that this attitude has done untold damage around the 

world, as Jesus’ followers have insisted that everyone else should give up their own 

ways of life and follow his instead?  We now live in a complex, multicultural world – and 

this apparent Christian claim to ‘supremacy’ lies at odds with the idea of the respectful 

co-existence of faiths, which is held to be the ethical answer to any peace-seeking 

society.   
 



At the other end of the scale, Jesus’ claim also causes problems.  Teaching this passage 

as a Sunday School teacher, I remember one wee girl, about 8 years old, told us that her 

Granny had just died, and I said, “Well, that’s very sad, but maybe it helps to know that 

she is now at home with God”, and she nodded.  Then there was a p-a-u-s-e – and a wee 

boy whispered, “My Dad doesn’t believe in Jesus – so where will he go when he dies?” 

Here was a child who was devastated by Jesus’ words of comfort! 
 

That experience challenged me at a personal level for a long time. I could not believe 

that the God who came to earth for all people was so narrow-minded…. and yet, did 

Jesus not also say that ‘narrow is the gate that leads to eternal life?’  Was Christianity 

really a very narrow faith, as some of my friends claimed? 
 

Resolution came to me years later, when thinking about the word, ‘Abba’, which 

translates ‘Father’, but with a meaning closer to ‘Daddy’.  The key that unlocks the 

meaning of ‘’I am the Way, the truth and the life” are the words that follow……. 

“No-one comes to the Father, except through me”, says Jesus – and the keyword is 

‘Father’.  Jesus is talking here to perhaps the only eleven men in the world at the time 

who would come to think of God as ‘Abba’, thanks to this teaching. 
 

Other religions have their own beliefs, devotees have their own ways of seeing God, as a 

more remote figure or concept, which serve them well.  But we have Jesus, who called 

God ‘Abba’ and taught us to do the same.  He teaches us here that God is in him, as God 

wants to be in each of us.  He teaches us that if we know who Jesus is, then we know 

who God is. And, that being the case, Jesus is the pathway to God, the only true reality, 

and the giver and nurturer of life.  Jesus himself is our example and our guide – and 

more…..  
 

Last week we were reminded that Jesus is the Good Shepherd but also the Gate by 

which we enter the fold.  This week we are reminded that Jesus is the Way and, (as the 

picture at the top of this service conveys so well) that he gave his body to be the bridge 

between heaven and earth.  Matthew’s ‘narrow way’ is also known as the ‘way of the 

cross’. Thankfully, that does not mean that we have to be crucified like Jesus was – he 

did that on our behalf, once and for all.  The way of the cross for us means a life of 

serving others, rather than ourselves.  It’s no coincidence that in John’s Gospel, the last 

thing Jesus did before embarking on his farewell speech was to wash his disciples’ feet. 

This is the ‘Jesus Way’, the example he leaves us – to serve one another individually, and 

collectively to minister to the rest of the world.  
 



It’s a message for all time, but maybe especially for times like these.  On Friday we 

celebrated the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, and looking at the footage, and listening to 

the speeches, we saw such joy in a nation set free from the threat of a cruel tyranny.  I 

don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say that we fought and won for the freedom to live in 

the ‘Jesus Way’.  Post-pandemic, we will have our chance to design our new world  - 

what Way will we choose?  

 

Postscript:  How I wish I’d known that day at Sunday School, that this passage is really all 

about relationship.  I might have said to the wee boy then, “If you know God as Abba 

now, then you will know him as Abba always ….. and there will always be a special place 

for you in his heart.”  You never know, he might have told his Dad, and that might have 

made a difference to them all.  The words of this lovely little hymn say it all…. 

 

Abba, Father, let me be 

Yours and yours alone 

May my will for ever be 

Evermore your own. 
 

Never let my heart grow cold 

Never let me go. 

Abba, Father, let me be 

Yours and Yours alone. 

 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 

God our refuge, 
We come to you with open hands, 
 some of us with hearts full of questions, 
 some of us bruised by bereavement, 
 some of us fearful of what the future holds, 
 all of us stunned by the events of this year. 
Draw close to us now in each of our homes 
 as we place our honest questions and hopes 
 into your open, resurrected, yet scarred hands. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



With the honesty of the psalmist, 
 the wrestling questions of Job, 
 and the lament of the prophets, 
 we bring to you our questions or our silence. 
 [Hold your index finger and, in silence, ask the question  
 that most burdens your heart or simply sit in silence before God.] 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Hear the cry of our hearts, Lord, 
 silent and aloud, 
 for bereaved neighbours, near and far. 
Comfort those pained by being absent, 
 and hold close those who are hurting alone. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In this season of Easter, 
 renew us with resurrection hope 
 that while weeping lingers in this night, 
 joy will come with the morning. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
On this Christian Aid Week Sunday, 
 we pray for and with communities 
 across the world who are 
 most vulnerable to coronavirus. 
We pray for people living in refugee camps 
 and city slums, 
 with limited sanitation facilities, 
 who are unable to wash their hands regularly, 
 and have little opportunity to isolate from others. 
We pray for Christian Aid partners 
 working to provide soap and buckets, 
 communicating clear, accurate information, 
 raising the voices of the most vulnerable 
 and ensuring they are kept as safe as possible. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

  



For those of us who are self-isolating, 
 which can sometimes feel like we aren’t doing anything, 
 remind us that we are all doing our part, 
 and saving lives by staying at home. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for much wisdom and resources 
 for those in local and national authority 
 for all frontline and key workers 
 here in Britain, Ireland and across the world. 
God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As we have clapped to honour them, 
 we clap our hands now in praise 
 of your glorious creation, 
 and with the hope that the first shoots 
 of another possible world are coming into view. 
God in your mercy, 
hear all our prayers. Amen. 

 
 

BLESSING 

 
May the presence of the Creator refresh you, 

may the comfort of the Son renew you, 
may the inspiration of the Spirit restore you 
to be love in action, even from a distance, 

in our neighbourhoods, near and far, 
this day and for evermore.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the beginning of Christian Aid week.  This year’s fund-raising campaign has been cancelled due to  
Coronavirus, but any donations you may wish to make may be  paid online at caweek.org/payin 


